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. /'I’he document
; “About the I

~within™ in Czechoslovakia and othercountries

' |
THE NEW ROLE OF NATIONAL UEGISLATIVE
"BODIES IN THE COMMUNIST CO SPIRACY

INTRODUCTION !

From behind the Tron Curtain has come one of 1he most amazing
Communist documents of our {ime. Brazen, boastful, and alarmingly
frank, it is a detailed account of treachery and intrigue employed by
the Reds during the thiree Yaurs preceding their 1944 conquest of
Crecheslovakin,  The docunment offers the case history of Czecho-
slovakin as o ¢ ‘dinmuanis blueprint for subversion and coercion in all
free world nations. I places special emphasis on the use of parlia-
ments in bringing about emnunistreyolutions.
actually consists of two chapters from a book entitled

ossible Tritsition to Socialism by Means of the Revolu-
tionary Use of . Parlinment and the Czechoslovak Experience? first
brought to the attention of the free world at the 1957 Londorf confer-
ence of the Inlt-r—l,’:u.ili:lnwm:n')' Union. Three years later, copies of
two chapters ' from the hook came into the possession of Radio Free
Europe, which translated them into English, :

The authorship of this document of great sigmificance. It was
not ‘writien by a, Wremlin theoret ician, but by Jan Kozak, Commu-
nist -incimber o the Czechoslovak: National Assembly, Kozak, now
the official historian of 1he (zech Communist Party, is a chest-beating,
battlewise conspirator who knows from first-hand experience that
bold and deceit ful Conmunist tactics can overcomne strategical and
numerical disadvantages when the non-Communist opposition fails
to.comprehend a threat to its existence until it is too late. Kozak was
a participant in the new: Communist parliamentary tactics which
proved so successful in achieving and maintaining victory “from
that the Kremlin de-
parted completely fron-long-standin strategy and adopted a new

ost-revolution role for legislative hodies in Red-conquered nations.

Vlereas destruction was formerly the Communists® plan fora natiopal
legislative institution, it is now their policy to convert it into “an active
revolutionary assembly.™ : . }

“Our experience,” says Kozak, “provides notahle and practical proof
that it is possible to
bourgeoisie into an organ of power for the democracy of the worki Fis
people [i.e, a Communist dicta orship], into a direct instrument of
power for the peaceful development of the socialist revolution.”

Parliaments, of course. have always been the targets of Communijst
conspirators in free nations. The Second World Congress of the
Comintern (Communist Interndtional) in Moscow in 1920, for in-

*Entitled “Hnw Parllnment Can Play a Revolutionary Part in the Transition to Soclal-
fsm” and “The Role of the Popular Magses,"
.1

ah

transform parliament from an instrument of the



2 LEGISLATIVE BODIES IN THE COMMUNIST CONSPIRACY

tance, reiterated the original Conmunist doetrine on natienal Jegis-
sl 5 i
lutures:
i 05 an i ray serve as the arena
T arliament at present can 1 no way ser ] [
+ of i};?lglggle for rufoI;m. ... Therefore it is the nnmedmtez
l1in;tc;1-ical task of the working class to tear this a[-Jpara't;Js ou
of the hands of the ruling classes, to break and destr(){ 1t. Loy
At the snme time, however, the revolutionary general sta

| ,

LEGISLATIVE; BODIES! IN THE COMMUNIST CONSPIRACY

in present-day conditions the working{eluss in many capitalist
countries has a genuine opportunity fo unite the overwlhelm-
ing majority ofAhe people under its leadership and to ensure
that the basic means of production EII'Z placed in the hands of
the people.  Rightist bourgeois parties and the’governments

3

At the Twentietls (‘ungre% of the C.P.S.17 hield in Moscow i Feb-
ruary, 1956, a resolution wag adopted which stated, in part, that—

[ A p2e e e which they fornn ave suffering failure more and more often,
the working class is vitally c‘onc_('.l‘nl?d 1 }%{t‘l]zlﬁnﬂ?l;:?::e“;ﬁ In these conditions, the working class, uniting around itself
parties in the parliamentary institutions o . "" the working peasantry, the intellectuals and all patriotic
order (o facilitate this task of destruction. . . - he form of the forces, and fiemly rebulling opportunist eléments meapable of

Communism repudiates parliamentarism as the Torm renouncing a policy of collaboration with the capitalists and

: ' f the class dictator- s - : ! ;

future; it renounces the same a8 & fopd od troy parliamen- landlords, has an opportunity to defeat the reactionary, anti-

ship of the pr?]etar'laf: ... its aim is to BT{ fy Fi(liz'm the popular forces, fo win « firm wujority in parliament and to

tansin. Therefore it 18 Olt_]y Poss.lblemsp}e? :,) 1; 19511'(53(1!1{-{ furn the paplicment from o aqenecy of bonrgeois demaocraey

bourgeois State organizations with the o l]‘iﬁ‘___(i ¢ r'nf‘[rj mi [i‘n.'.-f:]'f.'m_f'n." [nif fIﬁr‘]Hfr;m""ﬁf poputar e, Communist |
them. arill, sphasis added,

Now Communists hold a different. v w: b rhm“?.{.ﬂgﬁ -m:“llt}iLo}:Z]I;iT}l The previously mentioned *Fudamentals of Marxism-Faninian®
post-revolution vehicles for transtetmiz ‘ :Ifc-mm ln;(l]m::ﬂd lnof- be de- acknowledges liow iupressed the Kremlin is by the Czechoslovakinn
full-fledged Communist satellites a ﬁ tl_‘e‘TO}'O, ) type of Cammunist parliamentary revolution when it attribifes pis- |
stroyed. Kozak explains the new Red ]‘(‘,‘lﬁ‘ﬂhlnr : —— sngre of the above resolution by the Communist Party of the Sovief

Parliament in bourgeois countries is a product p‘ﬂuﬁt‘?l"m‘ﬂ_ Union to the fact that other ( omumunist parties of the world had
development and cannot be erased from 1'1{9. It mlnmjt.s?f}ll_\.l, arf-njed at this same conclusion on the busis of their actual experience.
therefgre, to work in it and to use it n the fight agamns Fundumentals of Marxisor Loninism™ continnes: ]
hourgeois society. . It is quite clear why Marxism Las tackled this problens.

I'hat. tie Communist leaders have in ffl("t- done ‘g} "h““_f_ f(‘;{(]‘::m:} Broad anti-maonapaly, anti-imperialist coalitions, lllI]if.ll.ltL"' the
regard to. the role of arllﬂmgllt is confirmed I:F --gSFnI\:e;iniqm‘“ majority of the nations, are now in provess of formation in
il vesion of the ook, “Fundunental f Morsi, Lirion. 12 ki worlt. Thow ponoavamy i sy e

: ium of Red doctrine o b pes puli ‘er, and parliament--as a nation-wicde
S]:uits-:tﬁ):’f f;(%n(l,!)oe;?ln}ﬁnisls in all parts of the world. The book states: reprosentative institntion -may serve as their organizational
The Communists have for decades persistently exposed the form aml’ 45 AR of developing a wide struggle against
) LR T ‘mists sowed among nonopoly rule,
parliasmentary illusions which the refcnm1 8 o : ] ) )
the workers. This does not mean that the Communist I ar‘tlis . By retuining the national Jegislature in a country which they have
wholly rejected the parliamentary stmggk‘v- Ts\t‘?’, 1';“’3% seized, the Communists hope to cloak themselves with a measure of
nized its significance for the defence of the day-to-day m}(] ; respectability and establish a basis for self-serving propaganda.
and democratic rights of the Eeople. At the s:nmelt.lm(', to“-- Kozak, therefore, insists that the Red victory in Czechostovakia was
ever, they pointe& out that yidmﬂn:cﬁifmﬂ;?tE?e‘l‘”l:(‘l?;::‘li‘{?i avr'omphshed"nl)mintvly.Ie*gzll].\'. :lz.:d adids: '
struggle the working class cou nf, the hands of the Our wuy las supplied a definite proof that Marxism-Ten-
nims, could not wrest power irom the hand 1) inism hus nothing in conmon with a “cult of violence™ and
}ml}‘[}ﬁ:m;])::ltion was correct for its time because it was die- i lr)l?s )iﬁkiﬁﬁ.‘;r{pseﬁ?? ® ly tt]lle l_ym tp(m.p ugz:\p{dl Vol {hdt
- e ditions which {hen prevailed. i e basic ence hetween the revolutionary workers” move-
tated by the historical con d and the revolutionury ment and reformisim lies in the question of a “non-bloody

But the si ruation has now e?}ange mu.] he 1 It ) way to socialism, :
parties have a (?a,ﬁ'e?'ﬂrlt ”“1?1{‘53 to {ne par l, 1 Y 0 . P
atruggle. alyzing the conditions of the working é:%sg Fundamentals of Marxism-Teninism™ elaborates on the _same
struggle in oir day, the Twentieth Congress of the C.P.S. - subject :
arrived at the conclusion that the working class can BOT m‘s;in i The parliamentary method of transition to socialism would
uso of the machinery of ]]mrhamentary democracy to A give the working class a number of advantages. The forma-
power.  [Emphasis added. tion of a new power by so traditional an institution as parlia-

—_— ment is for many countries, wonld at once endow it with the

7 Commyuulst Pucty of the Soviet Tnlon, ‘

necessary authority, facilitaling the subsequent socialist P 4
. T6499°—h2— 2
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transformations. Any resistance to the socialist revolution
would in this case be illegal, not only de facto but also de
jure, and aimed against the will of the nation expressed by
parliament. i
Althouéh «Fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism,” in these words,
Joes advoeate the seemingly “democratic” and “peaceful” extension of
the Communist conspiracy where possible, it also freely acknowledges
that this is not always possible and calls for force and violence when-
ever they are t&\ecessnt'y to implement a Red revolution. The ook
shatfjes: ; '
VWhile noting that. the pessibility of a peaceful vevolul ion
lins appeared, Marxists-Leninists are at the same time aware
of the gact that in a number of cases a sharp accentuation of
the class struggle is inevitable. Wherever the }'oav!mn:u-?-
bourgeoisie lias a strong army and police force at its digposal,
ihe working class will encounter fierce resistance, There eau
be no doubt that in a nuber of capitalist countries the over-
. throw of the bourgeois dictatorship will inevitably inke place
through an armed class stmggle. [ Emphasis added. |

A manifesto released December 5, 1960, at the.conelusion of a lengthy
Mascow meeting attended ny representatives of 81 Communist parties
throughout the wqrld, clearly spelled out the need for violence in fur-
thering the Commbnist revolution. It stated that—

in the event of the exploiting classes’ resorling to violence [ to
. resist o Conmnunist takeover] the possibility of won-pevecful
{ransition (o socialism should be borne in mind. Leninism
traches, and experience confirms, that the ruling clusses never
. relingquish power voluntarily. In this case the degree of bil-
. terness and the forms of the class struggle will depend . . .
I on the resistance put up by the reactionary civeles. .. . [Em-
. phasisadded.] .
Inkhort, whenever free world nations refuse to lie down and play dead
hefare the conspiratorial menace, the Communisis intend to resolve
theissue in their favor with violence.
In a major address delivered in Moscow on January 6, 1061, Soviel
| diddator Nikita Khruslchev said:

; Marxism-Leninism starts from the premise that the forms
of the transition to socialism may be peaceful urd non-peace-
ful. It is in the interests of the working class, of the masses
that the revolution be earried out in a peaceful way. But in
the event:of the ruling classes resisting the revolution with
violenco and refusing to,submit . . . the proletariat will be

s obliged to erush their vesistance and luwnch a resolute eiril

~arar. [ Emphasis added.]

Th sum, Communist doctrine states that the conspiracy can some-
o 3 ~OIBIIT ' A :
Linfes achieve its aims, as well as “respectability,” through parliamen-
fary intrigue or other non-violent means; but that when this is not
poguible, it must resort to force and violence.

‘ ‘
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Lest, the Communist clonk of respectability be taken seriously, wit-#
ness Kozak's descrl})i]on of 'the Reds™ program for ('ze('hoﬁlm:ukia
formulated long before theit seizure ofl power (to be accomplished
with the blessing of parlinment if possible, without if necessm'ya

~Of the political pointsin this program, these were the most
nnportant: the breuking up of the husiv mombers of the old
oppressive honrgeois state apparatus and assumption of power
by the national connmittees, the formation of n new people’s
seeurity system and army, the prohibition of the revival of
the political parties which had represented the treacherons |
npper bourgeoisic, a systematic purge of the entire political
economic and cultural Tife of the country, the settlement of
the relations between the Czech and Slovak nations on the
prioeiple of equality, the expulsion of the German minor-
iy, ele.
~Of the economiv measures, the following were the most
miportant s the transfer of alt enemy property, of that of the
treacherous upper bourgeoisie and of ot her traitors, to the
mational adininistration of the new people’s authorities: (he
transfer of the land belonging 10 these enemies and lr‘ailurs
to the ownership of landless persons, tenants and workine
smallhiolders, h
The prineipal foreirm policy task was unequivoend allianee .
with the Soviet Union, safeguarding national liherty and
independence ns a state and furthes undisturbed, peaceful
developnient for the nations of Czechoslovakin,

The form of parliament renained the sime in Crechoslovakia afler
llw‘livll takeover, but as Kozak admits, “the content was different.”
_ Comnunists have always preferred, when feasible, to extend their
nternational conspiraey by legal or seemingly legal means. This
lessens the chanee of civil war and eases the path of conquest. Fried-
rwh1 Engels, in a foreword to Marx’ “Class Struggles in France,”
wrote:

The irony of world history puts evervthing upside down.
With us “revolitionaries™ and “rebels,” legal methods agree
much more than illegal ones or than « eonp.  The parties of
ovder, as they call themselves, die by the legal state whiel
they created. . '

Lenin, too, preferred to follow the easiest road to revolution—even
though he said Communists should never hesitate to take the hard road
:)]f ;'m]s-nc-e when it was called for. According to Kozak, Lenin held

s

A delivery may bLe difficult or easv. Naturally,-we are all
for an easy and painless delivery. . . . But if necessary we
are ready to undergo a diffieult and painful delivery [the use
of force and violence] to see the rhild born. :

All-out Communist military aggression and guerrilla warfare in
Korea, Tibet, Vietnam, ("uba, and Laos underline the fact that Clom-
munist strategy has never departed from Lenin’s call for force and
violence, when necessary, “to see the child born.” Furthermore, the
bloody streets of Budapest and the execution pits in Havana provide
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{ndlisputable evidence that Communist leaders will e_mp},oy all the tools
of t(;r!ror nd violehce necessary “to keep the child alive.” . it

(‘iearlyf'l the international conspiracy of c%n{numfsm '::eat ]Tr; L s]()f
e he dighity and freedom of man. Cries of peace,
5 .m‘(l)t :1‘: tt-}:)eerf}:ao— guiet subversion, testing of bonbs, and dece 1tf_u.}
\i"m b enit sch hes are all included in the many-sided Communist
:llg;r:{:g;n:lesignéd for only two purpo'ses-—conquest{gll]c_l anslavem{&.‘s:}{
Altho “sondniracy’s rieht hand is often extended m an appave
Although the congpiracy’s right ha ste Lot Tnnd e5er s

. f friendghip and human decency, its lefl hand ey -y
ﬁrfl?tllr; t(l}le handlé of violence and tt'eacl}ﬁry. Shamelessly it substi

La} v 5

hand for theright hand atwall. -
“ll[(?? ?]ﬁj?zf‘ l‘ﬁlb ished by the Washington » Evening Star ou Decein
her l:; 1961 étefn Korbonski, chairman of the Polish L]E’ll!}.‘{!lt!()!{l_ lc:
t‘;w A',:sembiv of Captive European Nations, related an Olltstailfl mI;_
wz-;m Jo of Compmunist hand-switching in his native coupt.t_\l: }l.
t:;';'llrrr)e(i after Warld War IT, when the Communist regime nuf-:]t n ‘,l:“- 1}-
considered itself th be strong enough to call for an election mu'l 11‘1\‘\‘:] i
.mlilorit.v confirmied by the people in a show of demoeracy. ; _‘un'
lm-prwhe']ming opposition to the Polish (‘(mmmnllst rule became:o )I\)-:(i?::
ing the pre-elgction days, the Reds reverfed to a savage campals!

::I;'Ht:\??ot‘ I:ng fnu fder. Quoting from official protests filed Just b fn:o‘
that January 19, €947, election, Torbonski deseribed what happened as
follows:

and eighteen local leaders of the anti-Comm-
d é}lg l’cﬂispi; Peasant Party, on behalf of which 1
hecame a metnber of parliamgnt, were murdered by the secu-
i i iring the electoral campaign. ‘
rlt%r)ﬁshﬁﬁm 'cd{,:nnd sixty-two candidates for i)nl'hﬂm(::‘l’f;
1,962 local milifants, almost all of our observers at 5,..'_:
boards of eldetions and about 100,000 members of our party
were arrested. ]
'I‘T\raa hurkdred and twenty-seven of our party offices were
raided by thé security police who in 48 cases planted weapons
on the premises and our party was prohibited from car_rfmg
out. its activifies in 29 counties; finally, our lists oic:mdu ates
were declarell invalid in 10 districts comprising 76 deputies.

One hund
nist indepe

“Iny Nl ‘elections’ which were held afterwards,” wrote Korbonski
in his “Tovening Btar” letter, “no opposition party was ever tolerated
and they followed the well-lmown Soviet pattern.”

Another example of how Communist force is used for both the
takeover and the enslavement of a people is found in the case of Eastl
Germany. An Article which appeared in the Moscow newspapel
“Pravda” on Decbmber 30, 1961, according to an Associated Press dis-

atch, reported that East German Communist Leader Walter Ul-
Er'ichb had “acknbwledged officially for the first time that the presence
of the Sovict arfny alone made possible the communization of East
(termany.” :

One 0% the!gr t Iessons to be learned from the Kozak document 15,
that the Communist movement js not a reform movement; to the con- *
‘trary, Communists are the arch enemies of parliamentary reformists
and consider the| latter obstructionists to the underlying Red aim of

o
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rendering impotent all eléwents of society which refuse to submit to
the will of their internationn] conspiracy. ~ Koznk explains:

To the reformists, parliament . . o s an organ for co-
operation between (he workers™ clnss and the bourgeoisie.
Partinl reforms achieved in the parlinmebt (in agreement
with the eapitalists) serve the reformists us evidence thal
peaceful coexistence of bourgeoisie and the workers® cluss is
possible, that eluss struggle is dying down, that vevolution
1= superfluous awd political domination of the workers™ elass:
unnecessary.  Instead of the necessity of a proletarian democe-
racy, they sustain the illusion of a parlinmentary, pure
(|l'|nu{'t‘zll"\.'.

* * g # *

Therefore, if the workers” elass is to creale under its leader-
ship a united revolutionary popular movenent, able to hreak
the resistanee of l{u- renctionary bourgeots forees, if 1t s to
transform a bourgbaise parlinment into an organ of the will of

the working people and to use it as an instrument for a pence-
ful transition to socinlisny, i mnst fight systemativally and en-
ergetically against veformmi=m with its treacherons ideology
and practice,

Yet Kozak readily advocates a Communist allinnee with reform
groups for the parpose of creating a *National Front” in the forma-
tive stages of a revolution.  In pursuing this strategy, he says,
... nat the questions of fandamental differences should be emplia-
sizedd but those questions which ure common and which reflect jm-
mediate interests”  Sueh an allinnee was necessary for the Com-
munists in Czechoslovakia beeawse they represented a1 distinet mi-
nority among the numerons power-seeking groups; but once they
had set up a National Front, it didn’t take Jong for the militant Comn-
munist minority to capture cantrol of it “over the heads of the leaders.”

It addition to advancing the Communists” interests in Czechoslo-
vakia, the Nationul Front strategy provided them with a better op-

portunity for subverting and reducing the power of their so-called
reformist “allies”  Sayvs Kozak

Tt fulfilled the tuctical principle of obtaining from all un-
reliable allies concessions. obhgations and promises as far-
reaching as possible, this being the surest way to compromise
them and to help the faithful allies within these parties.

Although the use of parliament plaved an important role in the
Communist takeover in (zechoslovakin. it was only one elenent in
the over-all strategy which accounted for the Red victory. From
the outset, the plan followed was one of creafing pressure “from
below™ (the masses) and combining it with pressure “from above"
{Reds in key government posts and parliament) to elamp the oppo-
sition in the jaws of a pincer. A prime example of this tactic was
the land reform program passed by the Czech Parliament after a
violent struggle between its Communist and anti-Communist members.

First, the gommunist-controlled Ministry of Agriculture (pressure
“from above”) announced a proposal for g drastic “reform™ érogram
that would confiscate land from all but small holders. The Ministry
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invited reaction an
“from below”). ¥
ants' Compussions

BODIES IN THE COMMUNIST CONSPIRACY N

i support from the working peasantry (pressure
yorkers’ organizations and ne\}rly-create—d “Pens-
throughout the country were instrueted to draft

petitions amd pass ecolutions in favor of the land reform proposal.

Phess wers forward

The Cloramunist
debnted for-pissag
Members who wou

ed by the thousands to Parliament. .

minority in the Parliament o nly agitated and
b of the program. A sharp class fight followed.
1 not support the proposal were labeled as repre-

sentatives of the B

ware falsely aceus

and forests fo the b
Next, the Minist

iz landowners and enemies of the people. They
of wanting to give additional state-ovwned land
real estate holders. _

of Agriculture announced even more drastic land

reform proposals {more pressu o “from above”), inereasing the in-

{ensity of the clas struggle.

Lese included the seizure of all Tand

lield for the purp&se of investment and a state mechanization plan

for amall farms.
The climax camd
Commuyist Party,
parties, and other
in mass pnd, in K
iho bourreois part
immediate implem
Parliament was
The badly shaken

' when delegations from Peasants’ Commissions, {1
pro-Communist elements in other National Front
Red-inspired groups descended upon Parliament
zak's words, “stormily warned the leadership of
‘s not (o obstruct their demands, claiming their
intation” (more pressure “from below™).

converled into a riotous, revolutionary assembly.
bpposition fell apart, and the Jand reform law was

passed.  For all practical purposes, parliamentary resistance to the

Communist conspi
ment. ministers sod
crealed erisis ni@d

armed selected fad

rv\]'plution.
1 discussing vi

the Communists’

bacy was ended. Tiwelve pon-Communist govern-
n resigned in indignation over still another Red-
vere replaced by pro-Reds. The Communists then
tory guards and key workers® groups to secure the

tories and defeats in other countries, Kozuk eredits
rming of “mature” workers with the suppression

of counter-revblutions in Poland and Flungary. He attributes the
defent of the Communists in'the Spanish Civil War to the fact that

the Reds were una
“hurge of fascist

ble to muster sufficient pressure “from above” for &
enerals from the army, so the army was preserved
3

f|r the connter-revplution . ...

Parlinment, as
aradual movemen

h pressure “from above,” played a key role in the
t which gave Communists complete control over

Chatemala in the karly fifties. A 1957 State Department pamphlet,

etitledd “A Clase
thnt—

Mistory of Communist Penetration,” points out

L whal. is almogt Incredible is the mensure of success (he Com-

munists achie

ved in penetrating, subverting, and finally con-

trolling the gdvernmental machinery of Guatemala.

ithin 10

altained o pog
'hd free world . . . . Through the technique of the “popular
frobl” they dictated to the Congress and openly manipulated
thoel President} The judiciary made one valiant attempt to

Ee_nrs a handful of Communists in Guatemala
tion of political influence which was unique in

proteet its in

g‘rity and independence, but the Communists,

AT

H

§
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i

LEGISLATIVE BODIES IN THE COMMUNIST CONSPIRACY 9

Ll‘smg t!m}‘ control of the legislative body, eaused the
Supreme ( {)}li‘t {0 b_v absolved when it refused (o fgive ap-
proval to a Communist-¢ontrived law. !

Jlaving attained dictstorinl power over the Congress s 1
“legally” removed the b'uptlmne Court, the only re]Tmilrir;g“:e]:;f},‘r\ali[;l%
on the national legislature’s netions (the executive was afready unde
complete Red dominntion), the Communists in Gltlulmmtﬂ‘i‘! 1‘1] 1(ltr‘
elear field in which to implement theiv revolutionary aims ('\ ' I{ll( o
m'm‘(’(l revoll was required (o end their rule in 1954).° = ;dn
Even heve in the United States, Communists have, from time to {ine
ntmdv successful penetrations of “parhaments”™ Sworn testimon 'if‘t,
1948 hearings conducted by the Washington State Joint Le ri‘;]")iilT
Fact-Fiding Committee on Un-Anmerican Activities, for M-m’; )l i l"'e
closed that more than a dozen menmbers of the \\':mhi];;_{!un Httl(r l(‘-tr'”?-
tature in the late thirties and early forties had simu]l-u;&'u'ua'] Alfqlh-
members of the Communist Party.” There were at lv:mt‘nirw i‘gll i
nist members of the Stale Legislature during its session of ;{:}’lfl)_
Whenever legislative strategy of common inferest to this group \\Ils
required, word passed among them that there was to be :;'lm-('!iin" r'>f
the “Dykes, Drains and Ditches Committee.”™ Then the Reds would
retive to one of the commitiee rooms for a eaucus. v o

Several of the wdentified Communists were still serving in the Wash-

ington State Legislature at the time of the 1945 hearings.

. :\ 11:1}1:1‘:&13(@ CLs.eitizen who Tad served ten years in the Michigan
State Senate was identilied in sworn testimony hefore the House Com-
]ljlll(‘f' on Un-American Activities as a member of the (‘mr'n‘nu'niqt
1::;:&1 }Il_l 5-‘»9\?]’:;]11 appearanees before the committee, he (-nnsistenil._y"
asse [R5 v 2 4 i H *

“r’d‘mw l”:rtll:’r]l?\;:]; )Z\]Eif]:'i;.:: the fifth amendment and refused to confirm
_ Three former TS, Cougressmen, two elected in 1936 and the other
in 1044, were sullsmlluonrlj.’ identTtied as having been members of the
Communist Party. Two of them became fifth-amendment witnesses on
this subject before the committee. The third ex-Congressman denied
that he had ever been n Communist Party member, but fr.e:e]y admitted
that he h;uE aided numnerous arganizations listed ‘as sublversive by the
Attorney General. Furthermore, during an appearance before the
committee in 1955, he went so far as to refuse to acknowlledge {hat {he
Soviet Union had ever attempted espionage activities jn the United
States, ) } '
At t'h‘p Seventeenth Nutional Convention of the Communist Party of
the U'SA. held in New York City.in December 1959, an adopted
resolution, with apparent reference to the 1958 elections. claimed :

Despite rertain glaring ls;}'.)s and much unevenness, the Party
‘{)}ilyi:‘d an important role in a number of electoral struggles
(California. Ohio, New!York. Illinois, Michigan, etc.). . . .

In outlining future Communist Party action, convention leaders
hammered at the need for infltrating b}oth the ,]')Pmocrattic 81?(? ]l%::
publican Parties (with special concentration upon influencing the
nomination of candidates in primary elections), creating dissension
within, and causing factions ta break from, the two major parties and
ultimately organizing these 'dissident groups into 2 Communist-run
third party of the “farmer-labor® &'ﬁet}’. However, mindful of the

v
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fute fof the Progrespive Pm‘hy-—‘\\'hiéh, {he Communists now admit,

fail

ol because they pad not developed sufficient grassroots support to

sustdin it beford setfing it up—the party’s convention bosses warned

fi§ig:

ihst “prgmature jand adventurist splits which result in isolation.”

Thoeponvention flelegrates were told:

>

is to serve effectively fs the political expres-
democratic [ Communist] front of the people
Flglli])ﬁt monopdly, 1ts emergence wotld ivolve . mass break-
wway from the raditional two-party system. It would have
Lo be based firnfly on the trade unions, have at its core a solid
Labor-Negro afliance, and win the adherence of the muss of
{u,rtT-,m and of the city middlestrata.

by aeticlo by ety Gannett in the July 1961 issue of the Communist

If such a part
kion of a brpa

maghzing “Politica] Affaivs” is recent evidence that the Reds nre

i

tivi

tying out the ingtrnctions laid down at the Seventeenth National

Convention.  Comtpde Gannett outlined a feverish program of ne-

fty by which the teds were to influence the then approaching No-

veplber 7 New York City elections. She said that “we must give

serdus congideratio
Ih view of the
'S on penetrati

eV

to running severnl Communist candidates.”
uowcé o.mpi‘msis by the Communist Party of the
r legislative bodies in this country, 1t 1s well for

} Ameriean voler to be reminded of the long-standing “rule of

allefrianee,” as spelled out at the Second World Congress of the Com-
inteen, under which Communist “legislators™ operate:

S

Pk

Fackl Commiinist representutive must remember thal hie is
nol a “legislatdr”, who is bound to seck agreements with the
other legislatogs, but au agitator of the party, detailed into
{he enamy’s camp in order to carry out the orders of the
party there’ The Communist. member is answerable not o
the wide mass bf his constituents, but to his own Communist
Party—twhethdr legal or illegal.

T} must aiﬁo be rémembered that the Communist Party of the UsSA

it angwerable tp itself or its members, but rather, as an inlogt:ni
il of an ihternatfonal conspiracy, to the Red bosses in the Kremlin.

Aflor extensive heharings, the Subversive Activities Control Board
foubel on April 20§ 1953, that the Communist Party of the USA “is

sulgstantially diree
hieh controls €h

"

o, dominated and controlled b‘v the Soviet Tnion,
world Communist movement.” The Board said

b 1he Commumigt Party in this country “has and does at the pres-
enf Lime teach, adyoeate, and carry out activities having for their

als

sigfpd (o diveeliv

da

ipetive the overthrow of the United States Government . . . pur-
of the Soviet Union . . . for the purposes of
n

fonding and prdtecting the Soviet Union. . ...
Jierefore, like the Czech party and all Red patties in the interna-

(ibfal conspirary, fhe Comimunist Party of the USA is commiited to

(i enbversive parfinmentary tactics and cbjectives outlined in the
Kopale document, [the “Fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism,” the

mppifesto of 81 C

di
)

d f CCommunists

awTry Ameriean v

munist parties in 1960, and all other orders and

el ives sanetiondd or dictated By Moscow.

| +to be thwarted from making further penetrations
p” in this country, it would seem incumbent upon

Eter to adopt a more careful interest in his own

he “onemy’s ca

e
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political party and especiallyl in primary elections. All too often
primaries are ignored or consldered ‘of secondary importance b the

general public; thus militant! Communist conspirators, by default, -

win greater influence on the Vital natter of seleeting the candidates
who will eun for oflice.
.( ommunists have mude signilicant peneteations of parliaments in
ill.lll‘V‘ of tho other long-established freo world nations. As of Janu-
*o Il"ﬁf’, they held 25 per cent of the nationg] parliamentary seats in
A i A oge San o 1 i
I{l\“l .u’n]‘, l‘n per cenl in Leekand, and 24 per cent in Italy. Now the
eds are conlident they ean make even faster and more exiensive
})t'l_;gl'ms !n_lmth older and newly emerging nations—as they have in
British Guiana - with the subtle anfiliration of parliaments.  The
joint statement by delegations from SEConmmmnnist parties which met
i Moseow in 1060 said

- Whatever form of dictatorship of the proletariat is estal-
11.«]10{!._1[ will alwavs -ignify an extension of democracy, a
transition from formal, bonrgeois demoeracy to ;‘rmnlin(z‘(‘]c-
mocracy [contmuizm ], 1o denwoeracy for working people.,

In his January 6. 1961, addreess, Klovshehev said:

The transition to <ocinlisme v conntries with developed
ir_.’ll']l:lll:r'nl:n‘_‘\' traditions may bo effected by utilizing Par-
imment and i orther conntries by utilizigg institntions con-
formt_n:: to their nional teaditions. Ih this ease it is a
fuestion ol nsing the parlionentary fornt and not (he bour-
ceois Parlizinent as el in order to place i at the serviee
of the neaple Piew the Commmmist Purty ] oL ;

Jan Wozuk gives further hopetns to the general vealization that
newly emerging nations are a primary target of the Reds:

In the interest of their further development, they [newly
emerging nations| are ohliged to cooperate with the social-
st eamp amd thos to strilie new blows at world eapitalism,

T the October 29, 1961, issue of “This Week™ magazine, T’etr Zenkl
vice premier of Czechoslovakin and a member of its Parliament at
the time of the Red takeover, coufirms that the Conmmuists used his
country as a “dress rehearsal” for new “techniques to undermine free
governments without the use of military force.” He compares Ko-
zak’s document in importance to Ienin’s “State and Revolution™ and
Hitler's “Mein Kampf.” He describes it as “a frightening blueprint
of the things the Communists liepe to accomplish.” Zenkl also points
out that the Reds are now repeating in the [Fnited Nafions the same
parliamentary trickery which succeeded for them in Czechoslovakia.
{Ironically, the Soviets used the “parliament” of the United Nations
to veto a 1948 move to study the circumstances surrounding the fall
of Czechoslnvakia.) -

In reflecting on how the Reds were able to averthrow the non-Com-
munist majority in the Parliament of his native land, Zenk] says:
While democratic Czechoslovakia's defeat was composed of
many factors, one important element facilitating the Com-
munist march to power was our-wishful thinking. We be-
lieved that Communists could be transformed into partners
763097 —62——3
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nentary sense. The contrary happened. While

Tollowdd Kozak’s commandment : “not to Jose sight for

gle

part fin Czechoslovakia's Parliament, they success-
.grmo aent of the aim.of a complete socialist over-

1e secret is out—in Kozak's book of revelation.

it and heed it, gentlemen of the Free World, while you
ree. ﬁ'( r those who cannot remember the past are con-

epeat it.

[ Emphasis i original. |

I'refatory Note

The Kozak document, which bus been under discussion throughont.
the introduetion, w veprinted i full on the following pages. Quile
obviously, the Commungsts consider ita work of great signifieance and
did nat wint i1 cdhssenunated on the free world side of the Tron Curtain.
FFor three years, they resisted all altempts by the West Lo proeared
('ul)'fos of it theough normal chapnels. ) )

The Kozak document provides a unique insight into the teehniques
employed hy the Communists in their takeover of Caechoslovakia and
other Eastern Furopean nations which were formerly governed by
democratic, parhamentary institutions. By the same token, the com-
mittee belteves that it serves as aclenr warning of how Communists
in this country will atrempt to subvert the Congress, as well as state
and loeal Tegislatore- 1f unwary voters present. thew with the oppor-
tuity to do so. The history of the fall of Czechoslovakia should
strongly impress upon the American people why a thorough under-
standing of the strategy. tacties, amd objectives of the Communist
conspirney s vital if we are to make true the expression, “It can’t
Tappen e

'Hu- cammitter offers 1 word of caution ahout the terinology con-
tained in the Kozak document. Many words and phirases which have
fuvorable, and even appealing, counotations when used by non-Com-
munists are given drastiecally different meanings when stroked by the
pen of 1 Communist propagandist,  When Kozak makes reference to
the “demoeratie will of lﬁu(' people.” he actunlly means a “demand by
the Communist Party”” A =democratie revolution™ is the Communist
way of saying “Communist seizuge of power.” When Kozak says
“socialiam,” he means Ceommaunism.” :

For purposes of clarity and case in reading, the conmittee has made
some minor changes in the Radio Free Europe translation of Kozak's
document and has also incorporated subtitles in the text.

13
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“HOW PARI] AEMENT CAN PLAY A 'REVOLUTIOE\IIAR“’Y;
" [PART,IN THE TRANSITION TO SOCIALISM” AND “THE
ROLE’OF THE POPULAR MASSES”

A e

By Jan Kozax

The classics of Jarzism-Leninism never ceased to point out that the
inkxorable revolugionary transformation of the capitalist socicty into

kocialist one does not 1):-e‘Elnde, but even presupposes, the possthility

-3

of various formd and rogds of the proletarian revalution. V. I.
E4nin. in particulpr, illuminated this serious question thoroughly and
systematically. Ih his lifetime the proletarvian revolution beeame an
inimediate questian of theiday. In his theoretical works, and econ-

erptely in his practical actipity, he started from the principle that the
farns of transitioh to socialism are dependent on the concrete halanee
of international apd inter‘;ial class forces, on the degree of organiza-
tion of the proletafiat and the hourgeoisie, on the ability thF‘.l.II! allies,
tlie level of the ecénomic structure and on the political traditions and
fons of the oxgan znt.im'm.lfl ) )
IFrom the momeft the G %on[. Socinlist October Revolution broke the
clfains of imperiaism and! gave power to the relatively weak prole-
{ariat of the natiops of backward Russia, profonnd objective and sub-
jettive changes befan to tdke place in the world. “The present fruit
ol the Socialist Odteber R%Vo]ution is the new historieal era, the char-
adteristic feature 8f which!lies in the origin and consolidation of the
sopinlist global cgnstellation. - This constellation now embraces 17
cquntries wiﬂT the USSR iand China at its head: it comprises over
9t} per cent of the whole world: 35 per cent of the world’s population
Tites in it and aboift 30 per cent of the world's industrial output 15 pro-
yeed by it. i ‘ ’ ] .
The second chajactéristic feature of this new historieal era is the
(llapse of the cofonial sybtem as a world factor. Tmportant Asian
wbd African countries such as India, Indonesia. Burma, Kgypr and
nl‘]wrs have cast &ff the sliackles of imperialisih.  In the interest of
(Heir fupther devalopment, they are obliged to cooperate with the
saeinlist eamp and thus to|strike new blows at world capitalism.
Both these mainfeharacteristies of the new historical era—the orizin
ol the. socialist constellatian and the collapse of the colonial system
Iigve profoundly changed ghe objective structureiof the world.  The-e
profound changesfin the gbjective strueture ofithe world are neces
srily accompanicd also by profound subjective-changes—vhanges in
tllo thinking, views, political and practical orientation of the hraad
popular masses. 'Ehc ageravated conflicts in the weakened eapiralist
cangtellation compgl the mhperialists to resurt 1o harsher oppres=sion,
eAploitation, suppression of national rights, interference with democ-
raey and preparatjond for|a new war. By this, however, they cause
htonder and broader oppréssed and dissatisfied soeial sections to rally
14
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against them, sections which n;'e fighting againstnational suppression,
for democracy and peace. In this struggle for national and demo-
cratic interests, the individnal trends and currents of the anti-imperial-
ist battlo are forming their ranks. These trends, which are the result
and the product of the new sybjective processes in society, are, how-
over, dispersed, isolated and constantly weakened by the propaganda
of the ru']ing bourgeaisie and by the ideology and practice of reform-
ismi. In a number of capitalist and dependent. countries there still
shunbers the enormous, but still dispersed, force of the broad pnpulm’
masses.  In thissituation the workers” elass in these countries 1s faced
with the task of lirmly taking a stand al the head of the struggle for
the national and democralic interests of ity respective nations, of
uniting in ifs light for socinlism and of ereating, under its ]eadi‘t'ﬁilip,
a united wnd mighty anti imperialist pn[])u]ur movement. |

The new historieal era and s tasks have created most favorablé
conditions Tor the workers” class in this way for gaining new allies.
The old tenets about the allies of the workers' elass which rorre-
sponded 1o old historieal conmditions are undergoing a change and
are walening,  Along with the changed conditions for the struggle
for national demacreatie amd peace inlerests, the conditions for the
strugerle of the workers” elass i‘nr soctalism are also changing,  In the
fight against imperiali=m, which endeavors to overcome its confliets
Ly campletely jgnoriug the interests of the nations and which strives
to Liguidate therr independence as states, the national role of the work-
ers” elass is growing and 15 placed in the forefront of all patriotic
and democrane foree-. ]

“Patriotizn,” V0 L Lenin proclaimed, “is one of the deepest feel-
ines firmly rooted 1o the hearts of people for hundreds and thousands
of years from the mament their separate fatherlands beggn Lo exist.
It Tas been one of the greatest, one ean say i'xu-.p[,immL]‘,,:diﬂi(-u]ﬁeﬁ
of our proletariog revolution that it had to pass through a period
of sharpest conthier with patriotism during tlllu time ofithe Drest-
Litovek peace™ (V0 L Lenin, “Spisy™ Vol. 28, Czech edition 1955,
p. I8T.) i

It is a great, one nay =ay exceptionally favorable, eircurpstance for
tho socialist revolution in the pregent situation that patrigtism, “one
of the feelings most deeply rooted in people,” leans oniand needs
=ocialism in the struggle against imperialism for nationﬁ interests.
In this way patrinlism ond demorracy harve become mighty weapons
of the avorkers’ class in present fimes and, step by step, they bring
meresos of neie addlies fo the warker " elass, ;

Tha new conditions which arve the consequence of the profound
abjective and subjective changes in the world ereate also new op-
portunitics and peospecis for the socialist revolution, new avenues.
as far as the forms of transition to socialism are concerned. In a
number of caountries which are particularly weakened by the conflicts
within the rapitalist order, the opportunity has arisen for the work-
ers’ class to place itself firmly at the head of great popular movements
for national independence, democrary, peace and socialism, to defeat
the reactionary anti-people forces striving for the maint¢nance and
aggravation of national oppression and exploitation, toiwin a de-
cisive majority in parliament and to change it from an organ of the
bourgeois democracy into an organ of power for the democracy of
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wurkihg people, intp a dir¢et instrgment of powbr for the peaceful

elopment of the spcialist frevolution.

Mlso, our experie tce proyides notable and pra rtical proof that it

possible to transfprm patliament from an instrument of the bour-

gepisie iutd an instrément off the revolutionary democratic will of the

pla and inte an fnstrument for the development of the socialist
olution. { .
Vhen the (Fermar imp&; jalist occupicrs, aided by the treacherous
irgeoisie at homefand With the conseit of the Western imperialist
\ers, destroyed the national liberty and the independence of the

Cechoslovak Repulilic in 1938 and 1939, the CPCS* placed itself at
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ﬁvak hourgeoisie—its acceds to power.

s head of the strluggle fpr national liberation. by the Czech and
vak people. Following up the policy of the Popular Front orig-
ting from the tinje of the defense of the republic against fascism
home and abroadjit formed, in the course of a heavy fight again=t
$ occupiers requiryng 111a11y sacrifices, a broad National I'ront, in
ich str)?d, under fhe leadership of the workers’ class, and side by
o with it, peasangs, t.radfsmen, the intelligentsia and part of the
ech and Slovak botirgeoiste. This broad National Front, embracing
patriotic and democratic forces of the country, was led by the
rhers’ elass info t mf:’qnal and democratic revolution,

MOSCOW’S ROLE IN THE CZECH REVOLUTION

havks 1o the faet that. Ilitler's Germany was erushed by the
mies of the Soviek Unioy and that our country was direetly lib-
ited by the Sovief army,/that national and demoeratic revolution
wuered. As a cmse)cl]ueﬂce the occupation power of the German
perialists and of gheir dqmestic helpmates—-the treacherous finan-
11, industrial, and] agmrifln upper bourgeoisie—was swept away,

napional unity aijd indepenflence as a state was revived and a decp-

\ching demoergtizytion of the couniry was carried out. Further-
re, 1ho soverejgniy and independence of Czechoslovakia was re-
ved in the form ofh new, people’s democratic order.
In this struggle the worlers’ class, led by the CPCS, became the
ognized driving fbree ofthe ]]ﬂgr(:‘ﬂ; its action-unity was consoli-
ce of reformism which had splintered it in the
s of the pre-Munich republic was weakened. The victory of the
tional anil democrgtic revdlution meant for the workers® elass, which
1 felied in this struggle on all patriotic and democratic forces—
o flensants, tradesmpen, the| intelligentsia and part of the Czech and

nocratic governmehnt (the(so-callefl [ osice Government) and in the
Jonal committees—-the new organs,of the state’s power ereated from
ow by the revolutionary masses. e program for the building of
e lilierated republie, which had béen elaborated and submitted by
Communists andfwhich became the program of the government,
g quickly implemepted by the rvevolutionary activity of the popular
saes.  Jts implemdntation gave rise to far-reaching political, eco-
mie, social and cult Jmlrhunges'iu the country. -

he workers’ clasg was tlle mailj force in the new revolutionary

Communiet Party of Czfichoslovakla.
i
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OF the political puinls in 1his program, these avere Vhe Yaost i por-
tant: the hreaking wp of thy basic wembers of the old oppressive
bourgeois state appavatus and asswmplion of power by the national
commitiees, the formution of « newn people’s seerrity systepn and ariny,
the prohibition of the revival of the political pariies ahfch had rep-
veseatfed the treacherons uppar bourgenisie, a systematic purge of the
entive politionl, cconomie and enltural life of the country, the settle-
ment of the relutions between the Czech and Slovak nogions on the
principle of cquality, the expulsion of the German minarify, ete.

OF the ceonomic measures, the Tollowing were the most important @
the transfer of all enemy property, of that of the Irt'm-hi-mu:s wpper
hourgeoisio amd of other traltors, to the national administration of
the new people’s authority ; the transfer of the land Lelonging to these
enemies and fraitors to (he ownership of landless persons,flenants and
working smallholders. !

The principal foreimn policy task was unequivocal allingee with the
Soviet [Tnian, .L'nl'ogimr:liug pational liberty and indepepdence as a
stato and further undizturbed, peaceful development forithe nations
of Czechoslovukia, : :

Al these messures, aiming at far-reaching changes in the social
structure of the eountry, emanated diveetly/ from the conditions and
tusks of the anti Tasei=t, national and demoeratic fight for Iiberation
and arose from the obl denaeratie traditions nns longing of our
peaple and they, furthermore, deepened and safeguarded that, democ-
racy. One of the tasks the Czechoslovak workers’ elass set itself in
the strugele for the wational and democratic iterests of the people
wis, nlso, therefore, the ve establizhment of the istitution of Parlia-
ment which the occupiers had abolished, aided by the freacherons
domestic upper honreeoisie and traditions which had .dém roots
among the people.  As early as al the end of the swmmer of 1945,
after agreeinent had beew peachied fieticeen the political piarties form-
ing the Nationad Front, the Provisienal Notional Assembly aras
elected (em the }u‘:';.m'!)fﬁ of ’,w,rrfllt? r.-/u'.-'sﬁn.’rff.fr)n} and. in .‘If(r'?f 1940,
the Conatitwent Nalional Ascemhly in genecal secrel, divect and fair
elertions.  The composition of Parlinment was strongly influenced
by the results of the revolution, by the practical schooling of the
working miasses in the conrsa of the vietorious revolution,  OF the
eight political parties whicl were part of the Nationa] Front of
('zechs and Slovaks at the time of the elections, the Communist Party
emerged as by fap the stronme=t. It mained over 40 per cent. of the
votes in the Czeel tands and, with the Communist Party of Slovakia,
3n per ecent of the votes east in the sate as a whole, Parliament
and, along with it, the fight between the workers’ elass and the bour-
geoisie about its role ane content, entered the listory of the peaple’s
demorratic development of Czecheslovakin,  T'he workers’ class,
whose struggle had made it pessible that this institution could be
re-cstablished, sfrore for Darlimment. as one of the most. prominent
political traditions and forms of the };:uat, fo change ils character
(lit.: content; Tr.). fo change it from the instrmment of the workers’
class into one of the lerers arfuating the further development and
consolidation of the revolution,into a dirert instrument for the sacial-
ist building of the country. 'The bourgeoisic, on the other liand, strove
for Parliament to ‘be revived with its 0ld content—honrgeots pur-

.
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lin}ncnturia jsm——and tried to use it for the slupprng of the revolu-

tio, for thd demelitign of its achievements, for thel consolidation and
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ening of its fornfer politieal arjd economic popver positions, for
sreparation of the restoration of its former rulg and dictatorship.
Lis struggle took ylace during the Eerlod 1946-1948. In the course
hese years the wogkers' class, led by the Communisls, made eflec-
forms of fighting, employed by the revolutionary
bylizment, adjusted, however, to the new condi-
| ones. IHelped by Pasliament, which was e
for deepening the revolution and for ihf‘_g:‘ruhm?.
ceful and bloodless change of thé national and democratic 1e coli-
be as “pressure from abovre” and by its effect vn
besaure from below.” the bowrgroisie was pushed
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went of the goverdment cre

ed in February 1948 by the parliamentary sef-

t.n:%nnn] expansion offthe power of the workers’ class and of the work-

vis engineered Dy the bourgeoisie, The

s{:ore of the power wis definitely settled in favor of the workers’ class

Tarliament, as orffe of the instruments of its power, began to serve
jst transformation of the country.

had played an important role in pre-Munich,
italist Czechoslovakia in the politica), economic, cultural and social
of the country, ]1ich had awakejied and created a number of
rgeois, democratig, parliamentary t taditions among broad sections
he population, unflerwent a change. The form remained but the
tent was differenti. Qur working people, led by the Communixis,
vided practical proof daring the years 1945-1948 that it was pos-
e to transform parlinment from an organ of the bourgeoisic mto
nstrument. deve}o ing demiocratic measures of consequence, leading
he gradual change of the social structure and into a dirvect mstru-
it for the victory of the socialist revolution.

*his fact, coupledjwith similar experiences gained by other Com-
iist and workers}§ parties, led to the possibility being en risaged
he transition of pome couniries from capitalism o socialism by
Jlutionary use of fparliament. 'This road which was most clently
minaled m}l generalized at the 20th Congress of the CPSU 2

shows, at the present time% the real possibility of forming a govern-

1t of broad democlatic
g on the revolut]
i, ean be set u{;

orces grouped round the workers” class, ve-
oriary activity of the masses. Such a govern-
ithout armed battle, by peaceful means. It:
allation would bd practically tantamount to the establishment of
democratic vevolutionary power of the people. (Therefore. about
gnme would be hiev:g, as was attained in our country, by the
hed, bloody battle pf the national and democratic revolution.) The
pose to which tHlis new power, the nucleus of which would [E
med by the workérs’ class, should be put thereafter wonld he the
of parlinment for the consolidation and deepening of the real
hoeratic rights apd to n more or less speedy unfolding of the
alist revolution (generally our tasks during the years 1945-1948).

lommunist Party of the Boviet Unlon,

b use of parliament itself for the transfer of all power into the -
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hands of the workers’ class, the speed of progress and the order
of its revolutionary tasks would bey however, the smne as the methods
of the struggle-- variegated—and would always correspond with the
speeifie elass and historical conditions,

Despite these differences there are in existence fundamental, gen-
crally valid conditions for the possibility of & revolutionary use of
parhiament on the roud to socialismy the substance of which is revolu-
tionary and which are (o he elearly distinguished from the reformisy
conception of the aim and nse of parliament. Our own Czechoslovak
experience lus also contributed (o the generalization and practical
proof of the validity of these prineiples.

The most important of these lies in the necessity of combining the
revolutionary activity of parlisment with s systematic development
aned the organizalion of revolutionary actions on the part of hroad
populir nisses, '

The Combination of “Pressure From Abore™ and that “From Be-

}u-ﬂ."" =thne of the Llesentury Conditions for the e cobutionary se
af Parliament. ’

A preliminary condition for cworving ont Tundamental  social
changes and for making 1t pos=ible that parliament be made use of
for the purpose of trans~forming o eapitalist sociely inlo a socialist
one, is: a) 1o light for o B peelimuentary majority which wrould
ensure and decelap o sleong pressure from “frf:m'r',". and b) to see
to at that this fimm parhamentary majority should rely on the rern-
baetionary ueticity of the broud working masses exerting pressure
“from below.” The clementary condition for suceess consists, there-
fore. of a combination af presoure from “above™ with that from “be-
low™ and its joint effect on the wifolding and strength of the revo-
lution.  This connection of the form of lghting from “above™ with
that from “helow” cimanates from the principle that questions re-
gavding the class struggle (and, all the more, the social revolution)
ave decided and can be decided by strength aone, The pressure from
“above™ is a combination of preparations of the conditions for the
creation and organization of the strength of the revolution, for its
aggressiveness and its drive.

Yy Regarding Questions of 1'sing Pressure from “Abone™
~ The possibility and necessity of using taetieal pressure from-above
in the stage of the democrafic revolulion was emphasized by the
classics of Marxisin-Teninism. In 1873, F. Engels criticized the

* Qpanish nibilists {Jit.: Bakunin-ists; Tr.) for not making use of

pressure from above for the development of the democratic revolu-
tinn.  In 1905, V. 1. Lenin proclaimed :

1. “To restrict, as a principle, revolutionary actions to pressure
from below and to forego pressure from above, is anarchism.

2, “Whoever cannot grasp the new tasks in the era of revelution,
the tasks of actions, fromn anre, whoeyer cannot state the conditions
for and the program of such actions, that person has no idea of the
tasks of the proletariat in any democratic revolution.

3. “The principle that it 1s not admissible for the social democracy
(i-e, the revolutionary party of the pro}si'tTaﬁiat) to take part, jointly
76499"—62——%
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with the 'ur:geuisie, inl4 provisional re\'olulimmrfy governme.n,t, {hat
evety sucl| parficipafion) s \ould ratei as betrayal o the workers’ ¢ aga_s,
is a|principle of anaxchi m.” (V.1 Lenin, “Spisy,” vol. 8, Czech ed1-
tiory 1954, Y. 477.)

ki#

i : ™
he Bolsheviks wire {o have paxt i]ciplzlted n ﬁh% m:gé?i%fcdr&ligl‘ﬁ\
ol srevolntionary jgovernment in the bourgeols demock olu-
:i‘c;; lfn’;{ussia inl (?, with this aim: to lead a heedless fight ag_mnslt
a1l bounter-revolutiopary efforts and to protect the independent 1‘1117217
estd of the workers' glass. The overall character of the pﬂl‘[.lcl]‘)di:(})lt
in this government wWas: not to lose from sight, even for a moment, the
carfying out of n con plete socialist coup. R
{iressure from “abbve” is, therefore, the pressure of a revolutionary
government, parlianjent and the other organs of pov&er tm tt]l\e 1!?‘1‘-.11(;
u;)q arntus or 1ts parts and it has, in substance, 2 dungle_ ec -—] 18 ( tliw]ﬁq
sugypression by powdr of the counter-revolution an its mac “'M"tp 5
~and, at the same timg, the exertion of pressure on the cifizens, muf ll]l,_:
and.organizing the for the strui;gle or a further development of th
revblution. A mostf important Jesson for the whole of the interna-
tindal workers’ movement (and by this for our Tarly as x\'el’]) wils
lantned from the eiperience gained during the era of the Popular
Front in Spain and France. In particular, the example of Spam
Jged that as o regult of the weakness of the Communists who did
nny stand at thqkilnd of the whole movement, the pressure from
“glove” was weakejed. The Republican government, whose ]omlmg
fnl‘ .o was the Liberhils, refused to meet the demands of the Commu-
misls who pressed for a purge of fascist generals from the army.
«0 the army was preserved for the counter-revolution, the army which
Jatér beeame the main foree of the victorious counfer-revolutionary
nprising. i . ]
ar workers' class and thd CPCS gained valuable experience from
1 conrse of the stfuggle from “above” and the various forms of ap-
pllpation in the ney conditions. What were the principal forms of
pidssure “from abope” applied in the period of the transformation of
it national and Jejnocratic revolution into a socialist one?

—

|
P STEP ONE

e first divectioh iven to the pressure “from above,” which our

wiprkers’ class-applied from its position of power in the organs and
ndily forming ]mﬁrs of the apparatus of the people’s democratic
s, was a systenfatic fight against enemies, traitors and collabo-
rafors, Gradually as the national and demoeratic revolution changed
inllo & socialist one, I he pressure “from nMove” was applied in an ever-
';n]‘rensing measnrefor the direct suppression and destruction of the

cobnter-revolutiongry machinations of the bourgeoisie.  Lef us recall
tht Yignal vole played in the develapment and extcnsion of that pres-
wte by the Minisiny of the Interior, for énstance. awhich was led by
ik Communists arlf the units of State Sccurity directed by them.

Jut other organd of the state and of the state apparatus controlled
hyl the Communistf also served for the divect suppression -of bour-
grobis sabotage and lobstructionism.  So, for instance, the Ministry of
Agriculture quiclkly completed, by means-of so-called “roving com-
missiong” (lit.: ﬂyﬁng commissions; T'r.), the confiscation of the land

e 3
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v of cnemies and traitors which had heen sabotaged in the autumn of
1946 by (he bourgeoisic. The national committees organized in au-
tumn 1947 the “Special I'ood (lommissions” which uneovered (he hid-
den stores of ]Ml({()\\'l](_‘l'.'-i andl kulakd and contribufed greatly in-this
way to their isolation. [n Decomber IM7 orgung of the Ministry of
Infernal Trade, controlied by the Communists, aneovered an cxben-
sive bluck market in the teniile trade organized by the bourgeoisie,
and Hquidated, for all practieal purposes, the private capitalist textile
whalesale businesshy the setting up of state textile isteibution centers.

The organs holding powers and the components of the state con-
trolled by Communists, i 1his way, beeame unusually effective levers
{for the defense of the revolutionary :u'hievenwn!.l of the people and
for the further advancement of the revolution.  They made it possible
to snpﬁ:resa divectly bourgeois counter-revolutionary elemenis (lo
render harmless thewr sabatage and subversion). They made an oul-
standing contribution go the isolation of the bourgeoisic. They gave
impetus to the revolutionary defermination and self-confidence r)iﬂtlm
working masses. And <o they formed a mighty support and foree
fuethering the revelntipn. ’

STEP TWO

The second prong of the pressire “from ab\r'n'r"‘ successfully em-
ployed by our workersi class was the use made of the organs holding
powers (the governmerit, pnrliament, nafional committees) for bring-
ing ahout a wide popularization of revolutionary demands and slogans.
So, for instance, the government approved the “Program of Build-
ing” elaborated by the Communists, which, in its substance, was a pro-
gram for the further transformation of the demoeratie revolufion info
a socialist one. Its passage was of immense importance since the
program of the next economic-political measures for advancing the
revolution, elaborated by the Compnmists, hecame the program of the
entire povernment. This later enabled the workers’ ('{:\SS to uncover
all attempts made by the bourgeoisie {0 thwart it as evidence of the
anti-people, treacherous policy of the hourgeoisie und to isolate its
political exponents, At the same Gime, because of the fact that revolu-
tionary demands and recommendations were sponsored directly hy
organs of the stale, they gave an unusyally effective incentive for the
revolutionary initiative of the masses. Ixamples of the far-reaching
results in closing the ranks of the working masses round the slogans
of the Party were, e.g., the proposal of the Communists in the govern-
ment recommending the introduction of the Mdlionaires’ Lery, the
draft proposals of the Agricidtural Laws ¢laborated by the Connu-
nist-controlled Ministry of Agriculture and submitied io the working
peasants for comment, and other things. The fact that such demanda
and recommendations emanated directly from the highest state organs
had a strong influence on their popularization and gave an exception-
ally strong impetus to the revolutionary elan of the masses who pressed
for their implementation. (So, e.g., the notice for the preliminary
registration of all Tand exceeding 50 hectares, issued by t{:e Ministry
of Agriculture in the course of the strupgle for the implementation
of the third phase of the fieople’s democratic Jand reform, had the effect
of the working peasants in all villages realizing, when the registra-
tion was carried out, what land was beyond their reach and how much
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of it|there wat; of tifeir visualizing the possibility of getting hold of
it sopn and, theveforg, the effect of an increasingly more determined

and llecisive siand béing taken in favor of carrying out the proposed

reform.) .
Flis directipn
partjcularly the

the policy off fhe C

revijution. Tf serve

orgranizhiion gf the pppular masses.
: ;

strupgle “frar
pour positions,
inglof key afd

The econoniic
1he hationaliged

given to the pressure “from above,” therefore s%'ved
widp popularization of the demands and slogans of
oq;\munists designed fot}a speedy progressjof the

as a means for the rejolutionary educatipn and

STEP THREE

A| particulsrly, infportant and exceptionally effective way of the

gbaye” lay in the utilization (;/ economic-political
gspecially the nationalization of the banks, of bank-
big industries. i .
power positions of the workers' class, represented by
seeftior of the country’s economy, were a mighty lever

for fhie develgpment] of pressure “fram above.” It made possible the

vuppression apd, to n considerable extent, the paralyzing of bourgeois

(n the other|

“niessure” o th

coubter-revollitionafy intrigues aimed at cconomic decline and chaos.
Emnd, these positions also made possible the exerting of

ie gjtizens and broad masses of the working people.

‘T fast expfinsionfof the nationalized production and the resulting
risdin the stahdardlof living of working people presented examples in

wolllking-clas
tiorjary self-

poiht showing the gdvantages of a nationalized and, in its substance,
-contiblled and -directed procuction; gave rise {o revolu-

dehee and determination on the part of the working

n
people and tTns icaptributed to a still further isolation of the bour-

sreoisie.
flI]lﬁs methiyd
pillar and fogce

of {he anti-pebple golicy of the

actfonary, b
Frpnt. .

of | regsure “from above® was, therefore, a mighty

offthe progressing (Jit.: deepening; Tr.) revolution.

o STEP FOUR

lie_fourthy, difediion given to the pressure “from above” existed in
the ntnhzatic}h of the organs hc%dmg power for the direct uncovering

ourzeoisie, for the isolation of the re-
kl

urgedis leadership of the other parties of the Nationnl

All organg; vestdd with powers (the national committees, Parlia-

meht, the governmpnt) became places for the workers’ class in which

thd wnti-people policy of the bourgeoisie and of its parties was being
untovered, The Qommunists made use of these organs for sharp

erilicism levelle

dJ doainst the other parties and their representatives
nitjilie grounds o

inconsistency and obstructionism regarding the ful-

fillment of tle tasks accepted in the program (in Parliament, for in-
planee, the crjticis and uncovering of the anti-people activity of the

Ministry of 'Justide which was controlled by the National Socialist
Pdrty, the ujieoveding of the obstructionist inactivity of the Ministry

of|Food, corlfrollefl by the rightist Social Democrat Majer, ete.)i At
(he samo time, thdbe organs holding power were used for tabling fur-

thér demands a

nd proposals in favor of the workin people and, in

thls way, thel boufgeoisie and its minions were force either to their
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:\cceptande‘ or lo an open shéwing of their anti-people’s face.  (How
important for the isolation lof the bourgeois Jeadership of the -other
parties of the National Frdnt was the proposal of the Millionaires’
Levy alone, tabled in the goyernmenti by the Commmunists in 1947 and
at first rejected by its mnjorit.y 1)

These cllisclosurvs were especially tlited at those parties which pro-
fessed to be socinlist by (heir name and slogans, particularly at the
National Socialist Party and the vight wing of the Soeial Democratic
Party., Their Iving slogans and bourgeois conception of socialisin
wera ungovered by the hand of their conerete activily within the
oreans, and their *socialist ¢loak™ was torn from them before the
eves of the working people.

AN the basie forms and actions involving pressure *from above?
employod hy our workers' vlass in the years 1945-1948 conformed,
in the new cireumstances, to the tasks allotted to the pressure “froin
above ag precdicted by Lenin--a fight without quarter against all
connter-revolutionary attempts and the defense of the independent
interesls of the workers’ elass. By using these methods, this prin-
ciple was fulfilled in practice : not to lose sight for a single moment of
the aiwn of a complete coeinlist overthrow. §

The individual forms and actions of the struggle “from above”
earvied ont by our workers” elass in the years 1945-1948 meant muk-
g use of the positions held by the workers vlass in the organs vested
with powers and in the enfive slate and economic apparatns for
strengthening the people’s demovratic power, for weakenmg and jso-
lating the bourgeoisie, for conquering its positions by the worlers’
class and for the consolidation of the revolutionary deinocratic peo-
ples power in the dictatorship of the proletariat,

These forms awl actions of the strggle “from above"—always
serving the release, the mobilization and organization of the revola-
tionary forces of the popular masses—gereatly enriclied the tactical
armament and experience of the international workers' movement,

Our practice and cnceesses in the st ruggle *from above” made a
trenchant contribution to the generalization of the experience gamed
and toward the owtlining the possibilities of a revolulionary use of
parliament during the transitiow to socialism.

Ly uestions of [tilizing Pressure “Fram Belon™

To bring abont a perrliome nt which woilld cease to he a “soft-soap
factory” and wonlid hecome a revolutionary assembly of working peo-
ple requires, hiowever, a force constituting. maintaining and actively
assisting its revolutionary activity. This force, necessary for break-
ing the resistance of the reartionary hourgeaisic, exists in the presswee
Ly the popular magses “from below.” Whereas pressuze *from above”
is the pressure exerted by the organs of the state and of the state
apparatus for the direct snppression, by power, of the counter-revolu-
tion and which helps, at the same time, to yally and organize the
popular masses for the fight for further progress of the revolution,
pressure “from helow™ is the pressure exert ed by the popular masses
on the government, on parliament and on other organs holding power.
This pressure takes effect mainly in three directions:

a) 1t systematically supports the revolutionaries in the organs

of power, enhances their strength and makes up for numerical weak-
ness;
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effect on limiting the influence and positions of
es standing in the path of further progress of

theis
of i
ele. |

The pressure fr

imidation nnd

energy an{l self-confidenc

; it breaks through the onerous circle
piritual tedror of the old institutions, the Church,

c)l it swu]mnﬁ t,hL forces of rhe people dormant for many years,

“helow,” the revolutionary emergence of the

soplar masses, is, fherefore, essential for the success of every revo-

govdroment, in
ers, refuse
8h by the threat

wlfich there were only two representatives of the

utign. Inthe l‘eh uary revolution in France in 1848 the provisional
tojdeclare the republic. However, it was forced {o

of the armed proletariat. The pressure “from

belody” prompted the provisional government to act. When, how-
ever} the Paris prgletariat came O}It in unreserved support of the

provisional governn
frony the beginning,
4[| consohdated t

of sybordinating it.f'

ent in the Mareh demofistrations, it was defeated

ie position of the provisional government instead
(K. Marx, “The Class Struggle in Franee.” K.

Mark—F. Engels, {Vybrane Spisy,” I, page 156.)

tion of the rev
lutignary governme

ceratip revolution in
iflugnce the provi

any pvent.” (V. L]

wen Lenid clarifi

hit in 1905, at the height of the

ed the possibility of and conditions for the par-

blutionary workers’ party in the Rgox-isionnl revo-

] urgeois demo-
Russia, he sharply stressed: “We are obliged to

dional revolutionary government from helow in

_enin, “Selected Writings,” 1, page 456.)

Ik 19363 when thie Seventh Congress of the Conmununist. Interna-
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§ line of a united and popular front and the gov-
e of o united or popular front, the necessity of
ibear on such a government by the revolutionary

ment of a united front is a militant movement
| the reactionaries, it will be a constant movable

ernment of the united front into the fight against.
geoisie, . . . And the better this mass movement

¢low, the broader the netork of supra-party class

front in the faetories, among the unemployed in

kmong the little men in towns and villages, the

exist :}gainst a possible rejection of the policy of
he united front.” (. Dimitrov, “Digest from
5, 1950, page 103.)

'H CONGRESS REAFFIRMS DOCTRINE

the necessity of using gres.:ure from below by
forming one of the fundamental possibilities of

by use of parliament, as mentioned at the 20th
PSU, ties mn fully with the old practice of the

g’ classes in parlinment apd also with the new
re, the revolutionary workers’ movement must
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bring presjure to bear from helow on imr]i:mwm and the governmment
whepever it wishes o protect, consolidate and extend the achieve-
ments of the vevelution. 1t is in this pressuve of the revolutionary
masses, purposefnlly led by the revolutionary workers’ party, that
there exists a source of strenglh, power, courage and energy of the
revolutionary parlimuent, breaking the resistance of the reactionary
forcess that there exists an instrimnent of the real will of the people
which is capahle of playing an exceptional part in the “peaceful”
teansfornmtion of the (‘-.lp'llzaisl society into a socialist one. And it is
this prineiple of utilizing purposeful development. and organizatioh
of pressure “from below™ referred to at the 20th Congress of the
C'PSU, which stands ont in the sharpest contrast with the old re-
formist theory and practice of the “parliamentary road,” which iso-
Lates aned Torewroes the pressure of the popular masses.

Our workers elass and the CPCS also gained valuable experience
from the waging of the fight “from below™ and the various forms of
its applicalion, (/f particular inportance is the cxperience with the
thieetd r.'u‘f'r“f],' n_f fru‘.'n.s' U_f dire I'Ir'flg the pressure “fr'am belo'w,” quar-
vk ineg for the CPON the fe adcrship of the workers” cluss and of the
Lorenrel popilar masses,

The very conception of the existing broad National, Front con-
trihated (o attaining this end. It consisted not only of 'the political
parties but also broad wnited national wmass organizations, the estab-
Tiehment of which the CPCS achieved with the help of the revolu-
vionary  activity of the masses. These organizations comprised
Lroader masses than the political parties: they fortified the unity of
the prople and, at the same thne, considerably reinforced the positions
of the worker=" elass ad the positions of left progressive democratic
forees in the other parties of the Nutional Front. The united mass
oroanizations, which were led and influenced to o large extent by the
tonomunists, vepresented, in this fray. wirtually the direct reserves of
the Party. ‘Throngh them the strong influence of the policy of the
Connnunists also penetrated into the other political parties, and thus
the unity of the National Front was st rengthened from below over
the beade of the leaders,

USE OF MASS ORGANIZATIONS

Of grite e ptional im portanee was the arigin of the United Beco-
Tutionary Trade wion Movement (RO, ROII, as a class and
cocinlist organization, conselidated the unity of the workers’ class;
it enhanced its revolutionary strength and weight and, under the
leader=hip of 1he Commmuigt Party, it used this strength most eflec-
tively for the fortification of the people’s democratic power and for
the advancement of the zocialist revolution.

Crther means for influcueing and guiding the awarking masses were
in partienlar: The United Association of Czech Peasantry, 1he Asso-
ciation of Liberated Political Prisoncrs, the Association of Friends of
‘the Soviet T nion, the CS. Youth Federation, efe. A great help for
the guidance and organization of the revolutionary fight of the peas-
ants were the so-called “Peusanis’ Commissions,” whose meudicrs
could Ve only farmhands. tenant farimers and small and mediaan
farmers from the ranks of applicants for land.-
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wuss orqunizations was used by
n of their policy and slogans,
enderiﬂg and organizing the initiative of the masses, and for
he various fofms and actions of the pressure “from below” for
anenting that poliay. ]

second experjence grined in the struggle “from below” is the

b network af Proed national

V-kided use of tlfe proper forms of pressure exerted by the popular

These Tornis corresponded to the complicated class situation
conditions previiling mnder ihe people’s demorratic order,
he worlers' cJass assumed power but the bourgeoisie still kept
% ir)n the one side, all the old proven forms of f}zc
gle of the popiffur masses were employed, the forms which were

cefping with the fevolutionary initiative and determination of the
kbrs and matchéd the degree of resistance shown by the bour-

ngs, passing of resolutions, sending
vizimg mass demonstrations and also, evenfually,
ing. general strikes (when finally the open po-
hourgeoisie was brought about in February 1948).
| striking power of the individual actions of the
" dwere constantly increased as need arose and
fequarded bif escpptional organizational forms. A especially
inent role wad plalyed in this by the “Congresses of Faclory
eils™ ant the © Jonfrc’.m’x of Peasants’ Commisstons™ (when the

eqgalions, orgay

strikes, inclug

ical erisis was Fesolved in Slovakia in the autumn of 1947; in

ruggle for thej natjonalization of private eapitalist enterprises
javer 50 employeesand the entire domestic and foreign whole-
usiness; when {he cFmand was pressed home for the land reform

450 hectares; arkd when the political crisis was settled in February

the other side, | he (‘'ommunists, aided by the network of national
rganizations gandiby the pressure ‘{from nbove” exerted by the
s holding pov rs,4especia}!y the ngtional committees and the
nment), develgped|new forms of pressure “from below.” meet-
w0 situation when the workers’ class was proceeding with the
ption of powed. Tfrese forms must be particularly noted. 1hey
e orqanization, of i broad building movement on the basis of
ury brigades (coal] hixrvest, machine, cle.) and the ud vancement
npetition in p bodudtion within the factory and on a state-wide

These “constguctive” forms of pressure “from below™ fortified

effdrt
heny

comipy and n rising
mufie ti}r entrenche
workdrs’ class in the
fihe third most va

thetcy
helow
tarial
cipgl
bo 4
mukt

verall positiongf_ e people’s democratic state, Yamiyzed the
b of the bourgepisie ito bring about an economic and political up-

| and, throughl theit results (fast economic consolidation of the

{ standard of Tiving of the working people), per-
and! reinforced the power positions of the
country. : .
X t vqluadle experience gained by our workers' class is
;r:,hlve application of the principal condition for pressure “from
much emphdgsized by Lenin, that is to say, arming the prole-
(V. I. Lenin strdssed, in his work “Two Tactics,” two prin-
conditions for the |pressure from below: the proletariat must
ned because thp threat of a civil war exists and the proletariat
bo led by « revplutipnary workers’ Party.)
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The workers' class armed itself in the course of the national and -

democratie revelution. It vetained ils arms cven after the victory of
that revolution. One part of it. from the ranks of the partisans, barri-
cade-fighters and from the wnits of the ('S corps formed in the Soviet

Union. beowme the nueleus of @ now armed stale apparatus, especially

in the scewrity apparatus under the control of the Ministry of the In-
terior whioh was in the hands of the Gommunists. '

The second part, the so-ralled Faetory Guards, permanently secured
the safely of the wotk<. Inease of danger of an atiack by the counter-
vevolution, individual parts of the workers’ class were armed: in 7he
summer of 1947 thet former partisans were armed for the liquidation
of the Bender groups in Slovakin and, in February 1948, when the
preparations for a counter-revolutionary eonspiracy by the bou rgieoisie
were uncovered, strong. armed people’s militias were formed. In the
last instance, it was the armning of the workers’ class which took away
the bourgeaisic’s liking for an armed conflict, which prevented blood-
<hed and ensured the undisturbed course of the revolution.  (The ne-
cessily of arming the most matnre part of the workers’ class for repuls-
ing the counter-revolutionary machinations of the bourgeoisie and for
ensuring the undisturbed bnilding of socialism has been roved, inci-
dentally, again by the later formation of the workers’ militias in peo-
ple’s demoeratic Tlungary and Poland,)

The armed parts of the workers™ class thus represented a very real
and conerete form of the pressure “from below™ direeted against the
connter-revolution mud a very econcrete and effective support for the
workers' forees in the organs of the state.

OFf great importanee for the international workers  movement is not
only the experience gained in the individual formns and actions of the
pressure *from belaw™ (corresponding fo the concrete historical con-
Jition=1. but also the ahzolute necessity of such a pressure as proved
again by the actual practice which ended in victory. The pressure
of the populur masses “from belew™ (in the totality. of all its forms
and conerete actions) made it impossible for the representatives of
the other purties uf the National Front, controlled by the bourgeoisie,
which kad{munrm'cal supcriority (n the decisive orguns endowed with
powcer, to isolate the Communists and o stop the revolution. Thus it
{the pressure . . . : Tr.) made up for the numerical weakness of the
yevolutionary representatives of the workers’ class in these organs and
enhanced their strength; it eontributed in a decisive manner to the
acceptance of further revolutionary measures weakening the bour-
ooisie and fortifving the power of the workers’ clasz. This experi-
rnee. that piressure “from below™ is absolutely essential for the undis-
turbed unfolding of the sorialist revolution, is alse reflected, in full
measure. in the theory about the possibility of the rexolutionary utili-
zation of parliament in connection with the road to socialism.

The combination of the pressure “from above” with that “from
below ' the path toward the progressive, undisturbed breaking of the
resistance o% the hburgeoisie, toward th gradual limitation and
making impossible of a show of force by le bourgeoisie. The real
possibility of the revolutionary utilization bf parliament for the road
tn socialism lies. therefore, in the cembi mass strength of the
revolutionary acting people, supporting patliament as 2 revolutionary
active assembly which ﬁgﬂts for the sysremahc fulfillment of the
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liing [people.  This coordination of actions by the

Lthe local organs of power, mutually germinates

h,drivgs the revolution ahead and infuses it with attack-

power

aplly tender impossible, or reduce fo a minimum,
Vor, armed violencel on the part of the'bourgeoisie? This ques-

bund it 4 disoussed, especially among the comrades

hse Communist Panties which have oriented themselves towrard
beful transitiop toreard the socialist repolution. Let us (ulee an
mple from | Fran

bped in the periodical “Ifrance Nouvelle™ between
1and Florimont Bonte.

. Bonte's article,” Comiade Tannucei writes, “we
that the bourgeois state consists of parliament
of n powerful bureaucratic, military and police
grown substantially under imperialism. In onr
litical problems are settled behind the scencs, the
Limistrative bodies rather than in parliament . . .
Je to imagine that in a couniry such as France,
nd most dextrous bourgeoisie, which has a model
possesses, thanks to colonial wars and the sup-
disorders, strong armed and police forces—why,
hat the bourgeoisie hege would ‘resign’ beeanse
f parlisment’ or without ‘civil war,” without an
(“France Nouvelle,” 1956, No, 542.)

replied to the doubts expressed by Comrade Tan-
to disperse them, referring to Engels’ idea that
rs' class gains the suppiort of the masses, ol the
nd of other exploited sections, it will become “the
ich all the other forces will have to submit willy-

¢, where, after the %t}%‘ Congress of the CPSU,

Tetius try t im;ﬂue this theory with the life of our practice and to

il more convineing in this way, Tet us first take,

however; a concretd instance of how the pressure from “above” was
combined with! that|“from below™ in a situation in which Parliament
wag alrendy plﬁlymg a powerful role in our development.

|CONFISCATION OF THE LAND -

Lh the Kosice government program, the first big
effected in people's democratic Czechoslovakia.
8] of land belonging to big holders, enemics and
ted and gllotted, on the basis of decrees, to 305,148

liral workers, tenants and small-holders. and put

partly under the adiinistration of the cooperatives, national commit-

[This land reform resultéd in the almost complete

liquidation of big holdings of land in the border regions, but the central
purts bf the coyntry 1

ere affected by these decrees to only an insignifi-

cant rheasure. | Big lundowners, holding abobve 50 ha of land, and the

of the entire land. An economically and nu-
ion of kulaks still represented a very umportant

H

still retained some 1400000 ka of agricultural land, which
|almost ﬁ’;‘% ’

Y
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!
force of the bourgeaisie in the countryside and the bourgeoisie was
still most ipfluengial with the medinm farmers as well.

The possibility of a Turther successful advance of the revolution
depended on the reinforcenient of the influnence of the workers’ class
and of the CLCS in (he countryside, on a further strengthening and
widening of the hond belween the workers™ class and the working
peasantry. The road (o this was the struggle for further demands of
the peasants (especially the still unquenched thirst for Jand), a more
intengive campaigm for uncovering the face of the bourgeoisie and
further subversion of the biggest bastion of the bowrgeaisie in the
countryside - -the landholders awnership of the land. ;

In the summer of 1916, the Communists began the fight for Lianding
over more lad to the working peasanfry (simultaneonsly with the
demands that the allotted land should be speedily registered in the
Jand rolls, that hunting rights should be democratized, honndary ad-
justments should be effecied, the splitting up of agrienltural land
should De prevented and the agriealtural produetion plan should be
caferunrded).  They demanded  revision of the land reform of 1919
which the bowrgesicic had earvied out in the pre-Munich republic.
The revision affected o total of 1027529 ha of Jand and its material-
ization wonld mean the complete Tiquidation of the group of big land-
owners with over 150 ha of arable or 250 ha of agricultural land, the
group of the so-ealled “rest-catate holders? and land speculators.

The demand for the revision of the first land reform of 1919 was
pressed home by the Conmunists in the program of the new govern-
ment after the elections in May 1946 (“T'he Building Program™). In
e autumn of 1946 the Ministry of Agriculture, controlled by the
Communiste, submitted this demand (along with others) as a draft
Lill 1o the working peasantry for their comments (the so-called six
Duris Aets). The fight proper for carrying out a revision of the first
land reform was, therefore. started by pressure from above.

The aecceptance of the demand for a revision was bound to affect
severely the big landowners and the countryside bourgeoisie and, by
this, the bourgenisie as a whale. The bourgeoisie, making use of its
positions in the leadership of the other parties of the National Front,
in Parliament and in the government, therefore, started to put up
resistance against it immediately. Tt fried to prevent the acceptance
of this law or to elip it and. in this way, to retain big land-ownership.
A sharp class fight with the bourgeoisie developed over the aceeptance
of thislaw.

The pressure “from above™ exerted hy the Ministry of Agrienlture
{ie., emanating directly from the supreme organ of the state—the
covernment) by caming ont with the draft law and openly inviting the
working peasantry to comment on and sunport it triqgesed off, at the
sime time, a strong pressure “ from below.”

The peasants discussed the draft proposal of the law at their meet-
ings and their overwhelming majority demanded its acceptance. In
the villages in which there was land subject to revision, “Peasants’
Commissions” were set up as the organs of the landless, small and
medium farmers—applicants for land. The demand for the revision
was backed up more and more strongly by the local national com-
mittees (representing pressure fromrbelow, vis-i-vis the higher ad-

ministrative organs, Parliament and the leadership of the other parties

3,
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of the National Frang), by the United Associgtion of Gzech Peasantry
and by|the local orgdnizations of the other political parties.
To jherease the affectiveness of the pressure “from above” and
“from below” againpt the bourgeoisie, t Commun]sts proclaimed
{on befalf o{ the -Ministry of Agricul InddltmnFl far-reaching,

Jemands for the working peasantry, the so-cs led “//radec Program.”?
[te baske demangl 1wds |the division into fols all bigl estates of orer
20 he knd the aompfete liquidation of }FQTE% id for|the purpose of
investipont [Lit.: speeulation; Tr.] (furt ermore, the introduction
of peagants’ insurange, grants of 'agl‘l{:nltuml credits and protection
to peagants, the intfoduction of a uniform agricultural tax graded
in ncedrdance with production areas, the size of farms, the number

_ of depkndents, ete., b speedy mechanization of agricalture aided by

the stufe, especially fthe establishment 6f State Tractor and Machine
Staliond). i :
The q)rm of land subjéect fo division according fo this demand
amoungad to 438908 ha, situated in 9540 parishes, i.¢., in a’u*n-_fflurds
of all {the parishes fn the whole state. This meant {hat additional
masses) of small and medium farmers were drawn @ife the decisive
fight for the liquidgtion of big estate ownership (and the other de-
mandsy; The strug;ﬂp for the revision of the first land reform entered
t, decisive stige. In the summer the proposal of the law was
‘by Parlianjént. The Comimunists used these debates for
wncaviring the boubgeois leadership of the National Socialist, the
Populdd and the Démocratic parties, and proved them to be furious
delen ors of the lajdowners and enemies of the \-rorl‘iing peasantry.
tempt of tHe bourgeoisie at thwarting, delaying or limiting

I?()ﬂed law whs brought out into the open by the Communists

in Tnrllament and Ipilloricd. On June 9 and 10 alone, the central
organ jof the Partyj“Rude Pravo,” publ ished a number of such dis-
closur 5| made on the floor of Parliament (“The Representatives of
the Bir Land-Owndrs in Parliament Against the Peasants,” “They
Wantg 1| to Give the| Big Land-Owners and Rest-Estate Holders Mil-
{ITectares of Forestry Land,” “The Secretary General of the
Socinlist Party, Dr." Krajina, Threw the -Peasanis out iof
v, of NatioBal Socialist National Assembly Members,” ete.}.
Thof (fommunist pressure in:the governmeunt and in Parliament

Fvery

tha pr

(the pressure “fromf pbove) engendered more and more decisively
tha [i .«fum “from below.” Thiousands of resolutions from meetings
of pensgnts demanding the immediate acceptance of these laws were

submifted to Parliathent and thie government. The regolutions, which
word nlldo signed by §he village prganizations of the National Soeialist,
Populj nnﬁ {

g and who ig against 1ls.” Dozens of Peasants’ Commissions,
bs of all the political parties, came to Parliament
a the leadership of the bourgeoid parties not to
fnds, claiming their immediate implementation.
stance, the largest of these delegations was ¢omposed of 57
g df the National Socialist Party, 35 members|of the Popular
Purtiy} 8 Soc_ial Dpmocrats, 153 Communists, 15 members without
f lgﬁn)mca ind 48 members who did not state!to which party

Demodfatic parties, said: “. . . we now recognize who is*

i i |
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On July 11, the pressure from “above™ and from “below™ closed like
the claws of a pair of pincets. The bourgeoisie, whose political posi-
tions were perceptibly shaken, had to give way. 7'he bill on rerision
of the first agricultural reform was passed by the Parlinment. The
conscquences of this victory.averc: the liquidation of more af the cco-
nom e positions of the bourgeolsie in the village, a big political defeat
of the /Jruu‘g{‘o[.s‘f:' (ils increasing isolation), a considerable strengthen-
ing and broudening of the bond between the workers’ class and the
working peasantry.  ‘The prasants recognized that, given the direct
political, organizational and material help of the worﬁcers’ class, they
could lead a suceessful fight against their arch-enémy, the landowner
and his helpers.  Inereasingly wider masses of peasants were conipg
over to Larty positions and supported its political line aiming at fiir-

ther deepening of the revolution.

INDUSTRY NATIONALIZED

By a similar method, the elaws of the pincers were being closed by
pressuve from “above” and from “below™ in the years 1945-1948, pene-
trating deeper and deeper into the flesh of. the bourgeoisie. Thus,
when the liguidation 0} the political and economic positions of the
occupiers and of the {reacherous native grand-bourgeoisie was com-
pleted i the course of the national and democratic revolution on the
basis of the Kosice program, further groups of the bourgeoisic were
gradually annihilated as the revolution progressed. The nationali-
zation in October 1045 liquidated pariicuL&rly the economic power of
the linaneial bourgeoisie, the group of industrialists dominating until
then the key industries and the hasic sources of raw material and the
sroyp of factory owners employing over 500 employees.

Apart from the 62 per cent of the industry already nationalized,
another 13 per cont of the “small confiscates” were torn from the hands
of private enterprisers in the spring of 1947. The revision of the
first land veforn: signitied the liquidation of the group of big land-
awners owning over 150 hectares of arable or 250 hectares of agri-
eultural lund, and the liquidatipn of the owners of “residue” farms.
i the fall of 31947, these “pincers” helped to carry out the “Million-
aive~” Levs™ and to solve the political erisis in Slovakia caused by the
sabotaae and counter-revolutionary activity of the strongest Slovak
political party, the Democrats.

All these elass clashes with the bourgeoisic had far-reaching political
consequences,  The influence and strength of the liourgemsie was
collapsing: the broad masses gathered with growing resolution around
the CT'C=and its poliey. e

|
UNDERMINING THE POLITICAL OPPOSITIbN :

At the end of 1947 and the beginning of 1948, an actual disintegra-
tion of the National Socialist, the People’s and the Democratic parties,
took place. ITonest members of these parties were arting with their
bourgeois leadership and wyere coming over to the fgnks of the CPCH
and the =lovak CP (by November 1947, when the>Cghhmunists had
gained 237,334 new members since the beginning of the ygar, the CPCS
was stronger than all other political parties taken together), or cre-
ated opposition groups wjihin theis own pasti The isolgtion of

a
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the bolirgeoisie within the parties of the National Fron irux proceed-
ing wot anly from the outsude, through the furning aiy of the broad
wmusseq from parties ruled by the bourgeoisie, but also from within,
through the growth of democratic and socidlist forees in these parlies;
through the growlh of progressite opposition, seeleing the maintenumee
and ifrengthening of people’s demoeratic freedoms and rights and,
the refpre. endeavoring to cooperate qwith the Communists. [rom the
button and over the heads of #eactionary leaders of the ofher palitical
partiey, the National Front grew constantly stronger as a class and
wwind|unity of the working| people, recognizing as its leader the
('SCH, the party which worked toward a total socialist roconstruction
of the pountry. )

Thd progress of the class stmggles confirmed that the CSCP wounld
auin b decisive majority in the forthcoming elections and woulid
achiedo the fulfillment of its other demands with the help of a
demodratically manifested will of the people. It demanded the liqui-
dationt of all private capitalist enterprises employing over 50 people,
a tota] liquidation of the group of local and forergn merchants and a
total fiquidation of landowners owning over 50 hectares of land.

Thifs, the situation of the bourgeoisie was, at the beginning of 1943
on thd eve of the new parliamentary elections, substantially different
fronythat in 1946, While prior to the elections in 1946 the bourgeoisie
liud o} relatively strong mass basis, the short time of less than two
veurs of pedple’s democratic development had been sufficient for the
disintbgragion of the political army upon which it could formerly
count| Thd broad magses of the people, espgcially working peasants,
Just. their illusions as regards the bourgeoijie anil went over to the
sitde ¢ the jworkers' class in order to placd the hourgeoisie and ifs
anti-lopular and treacherous policy into the right light in the eyes
of onf natiohs. In 1948, whei the decisive fight between the workers'
nd thé bourgeoisie drew claser, the bourgeoisie had only a shade
of the power and influence that it used to have in 1945. In this situ-
al }Tn the bourgeoisie, frightened by this peaceful progress of the revo-
Intlon which kept removing and destroying iis economic and political
pgm‘il} ms one nfter another and which threatened their complete an-
nibiliion within o short time, decided to violate the lawful ways and
to ndhieve its counter-revolutionary aims through a coup. It was
signalled by a government crisis provoked by the resignation, of 12
minig ers.  But by this the bourgeoisie only offered another new and
ibvidence of its spirit of disruption: it achieved its own isolation
mplete defeat. Afiler five days of gorernment crisis, the people
ridlng their accounts with bourgeois reaction, legally and constitu-
tiomalfy (under eonsistent use of all forms of pressure from “above”™
and from “below™).
representatives of the bourgeoisie and their agents were re-

placed in the government, absolutely legally and in accordance with the =,

constitution valid since pre-Munich days (1920), by new representa-
tives faithful to the people, selected from the ranks of the reconsti-
tutadiNational Front and recognizing the leading role of the Commu-
nisfalin the state: the government was nominated by the President of
the Ttepublic and was unanimously approved by the Parliamént,
. 'A:'s. viflence of the fact that this form of transition of political posrer *
into the hands of the workers’ class was absolutely legal and constitu-
£l

i
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tional (and this point has an extraordinary political imporiance),
we shall wse a sportancous and very valuable opinion of an important
bourgeois emigré, the former chief of the office of the President of the
Republic, Jaromir Smutny:

4Ty their enlenlation they (ie., the vepresentatives of the bourgeois
parties who submitted theiv resignation—J. K.) failed to take| into
consideration other fundamental civcumstances: |

“a) that the government is not ‘ipso facto’ dissolved if a minority
of its members resiens (according o the constitution, the government
was able to pass decisions if more than half of its members |were
present, not counting the premier. In the case of the Februarylgov-
ernment, 13 members made up an absolute majority) ; ‘

“h) that the premier could not be foreed into vesipnation with the
rost of his ministers unless given a vote of non-confidence by the
Parlinent @

¢} that the President of the Republic had no constitutional riglt
to make the premier resign when only part of his ministers left the
government, even i the chareter of the government was substantially
chinnged ’

“d) that enly the nationa] assembly had the power 1o force Goliwal |
to resign”

Yes. *The irony of world history puts everyihing upside down.
With us ‘revolutionaries’ and ‘rebels,’ legal methods agree much more
than illegal ones or than a coup. The parties of order, as they eall
themselves, die by the legal state which they created.” ~ (F. Engels,
foreword to Marx' work “Class struggles In France,” K. Marx-F.
Engels: Selected Works, volume 1. 1950, p. 133.)

And new et us return to the fears of Comrade Iannucei. Quite
rightly, he draws atlention to the fact that a bourgeois state is not
just the parliament but also an enormous Lureaucratie, military and
police apparatus, and le asks in the light of this waurning: “Is it
possible to believe that the bourgeoisie would ‘yield’ by a simple ‘act

of parliament’ or without a civil war, without an ‘armed uprising ™ .

No, the bourgenisie has never yielded its power by a simple “act
of parliament.”  But it may be deprived of its power at an o]g)ortmw
moment without an armed uprising and civil war—Dy the force of
consistently acting revolutionary masses led by the revolutionary
workers party, supporting their representatives in the parliament and
teansforming the parliament into an active 1'evo&utionary assembly.

In the fight for direct national, democratic, pea ul, economic and
cocial demands of the people, by a combined pressurg from “above”
and from “below,” the position of the bourgeoisie 11 the organs of
power and in the state apparatus may be weakenedztep by step, and
g0 may its cconomic positions, and thus the workers’ class heading
the popular masses may be given, step by step, cowditions more
favorable for its fight for socialism, (Naturally, these demands will

« always be founded upon the concrete situation prevmlirca{g in the coun-
try concerned and will greatly differ. For example] defense of na-
tional interesis by cancellation of all agreements and treafies with
the United States of Ameriea damaging to the interests of thgfnation:
prohibition of all war propaganda, punishment of warmorgers and
active support of the policy of coﬂfi(it}ve cecurity: abolition of all

T
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of racial, religious and national diserimination: fight ngainst
onopolies and their nationalization; carrying out of & land re-

winf: introduction of a general systen of social security; abolition of
¢veryl kind of economic, social and legal inequality of women ; separa-
tjon of Churcl and state; etc.) In the course of the fight for these na-
tionh}, speial, economic and political demands of broad masses’ of
the storking people, the following may and must be carried out sue-
eessflly: a broadly foynded democratization and reorganization of
the qrgans of power (fgr instance, the principle that all the organs
of dihte power, from tdp to bottom, are elected by the people; the
ilolikion of the senate gnd concentration of all power in the hands
of tlge purlizment; a democratization and reorganization of the state
g ppalrelus—courts, polide, army, etc.). This broad democratization
is carried out, in principle, by the gradual destruction of the bour-
grenid state apparatus angl 1ts transformation into s mstrument and
Lourkeof power of the new democratic might.

‘Tijercfore, the Eighth Congress of the Italian Commimist Pavty,
which worked out the Italian line to be talken on the road to social-
ism, jemphasized that the parliament may and must carry out its
active function, both in the interest of a democratic and socialist
transFormation of the country and in the new socialist society :
© =[} must be stated that the fundamental condition for its fulfilling
this fnn(-{on is that it must take its initiative, impulses and inspira-

—

tion flor ifs regenerative activity from the new political and adminis-
fratiFo svptem in the state—towns, provinces and regions—as defined
by the constitution and the forms of directing democracy which ave
matdrinlized through the participation of the working classes in the
paliffical-economic direction of the state.” (Political resolution of the
[%iglhth Congress of the Italian Communist Party, “Information Bul-
letitl International Political Questions,” No. 1-2, p. 87.)

| thess measures and their consequences (a systematic strengthen-
ingz pf the positions of power of the workers' class and the gradual
wealening and destruction of the econo ic-political supports of the
liouijpeoisie) are, in their entirety, the nefual way toward a limitation
andjperhaps exclusion of any violence of the bourgeoisie against the
people anc{ thus toward prevention of ciyil war. In this casgsin the
coue of the fight for a complete taleover of all powgr by the
workera' cluss, no notice can be taken bf the present relationship
bet ween class forces; it must be considered what this relationship
will be during the time of government of the revolutionary demo-
ernlje might, Thus, at the moment when the bourgeoisie is in danger
thatlall power i about to be taken over by 'the workers’ clazz, it will
be liy far not so powerful and its main supports will be under-
mingd.

P oprress toward sm'ialism"f‘hay talke, under these eircumstances, a
demperatic and constitutional course. The parliament, which will be
an aptive revolutionnry assembly relying upon the revolutionary mass

:ment of the workers’ class and its allies, will turn into an nstru-
. of the.workers’ class on its way to power, into an instrument of
he Gransformation of the whole state an{\ its machinery. Under these
cirgiimatances, all the changes which, in their entirety. represent a
revdlutionary transformation of the capitalist society into a socialist
oné fwill proceed nbsolutely legally. The parliament may pass, in &

-
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democratic and legal way mul in the name of The nationa new con-
stitution codifying and making ph=sible n socialist transformation of
the country. (Within less than three months following the erushing
of an attempled bourgeois cqup, the Parlinment of the Czechoslovak
Republic approved a new constitntion which safegnarded b the
progress so far made and ensnred the sovereigniy of the working peo-
Je in the state, the popularization of the state apparatus and the
iquidation of the remuants of the bureaueratie police state apparains;
anchored nationadization as a firm economie hasis ol the people’s
demovratic state and, inois totality, strengthened and ensured the
Lransition of the colnlry to ~orialisn )

Thiis, progress towstd actalism, with the help of the parlionent
anel withiont s Boody eivil warsis o real pnsz—zihillily. However, this
possibility nmist nob e fulse ilhisions among the workers” class
which st nat Jey o the least, morally disnrmed by doubfs as to its
Frelit o take toarims mevery rase w Len Toreed to doso by the resis{ance
of the bourgeaisie,  Therelore, the 2oth Congress of the Soviel Com-
nunnist Pardy prockaimed with alsolute frankness: “There can be no
ot that foo o wnher of capitad it cound vics a violend dowrnlheamr of
the honr e ais dietatoeskiip and it h o conncetod selienent aceelers
i of Hho edase stemsgedy s fae rifadife ”

Thue, the 2ol Congre=- of the Sovier €1 prochaims in full T
mgny with the spivie of Mars [aninisni, it e the present his-
tortend <tagre i the developsent ol socivty, the possibility of breaking
the resi~tanee of the hanrgeaisie agains ~ocinlizt trandformation of
the sociely by uon-violent means, without recour=e to revolulionary
Violeinee, e matnred or will mainee o nEny counfries.  But the
vorker< elies and the working people will not renounee armed fieht
and revolutionary violenees wheye Wois inevitable inoorder 1o break
the pemtalanes of he exploiting elasses This, it uses Lenin’s para-
phrase: = A ddelivery aay P diffienlt or casve Naturally, we are all
for an easy and paindess delibvery, Conditions for such o delivery
are tow favorable,  DBut if necessary we are ready fo untlerygo
Aitlieult and prinfaldelivery 1o see the elild baorn.”

I

(it hehiees the .n-u.’u.'.'r,,..,',y H s (;f Ju-f.v/;um; ol ned the v fm -
It e arineg of o ",mu’r‘n e il sty o soeid s’

A rovolntionary nsefuluess of the parlimment will demand. m new
histarienl conditiong, a vealization of a new form of transition fo the
dictatarship of the proletariat: parlimiment must become a new instri-
ment of socialist revolution depriving the bourgeoisie of 1ts power,
of its means of production and materializing “Ke building of so-
cinlisi with the working class directing the policy nraking. Thus, it
corves the revolntipnary aims of (he proletariat and éprresponds to
the Marxist-Leninist principles of a necessity of revolifionary transi-
tion of the capitalist society into a socinlisgt one,corrSponds to Tenin's
conclusions: ©. . . capitalism cannot collapse but through a revolu-
tion.” (V. 1. Tenin: *Works,” vol. 29 of Czech edition 1955, p- 394.)
«  There can be no successful revolution without a suppression
of the resistance of {he exploiters.™ (V. L. Tenin: “T¥qrks,” vol. 28 of
Czech edition 1954, p. 66.)  The refor1 ist “parliamentary. way to
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sodinlism”™ dentes the necessity of a reyolutionary transition of capital-
ist|to socialist society, denies the necessity of a socialist revolution,
denics the necessity (under the slogan of “parliamentary democracy™)
of peizure of all power by the workers’ class, denies the necessity of
acduiring the political direction of the sfate and of estublishing the
diqutorship og the proletariat. The reformist “parliamentary way”
catfnot, therefore, in its consequences, ever Jead to the building up of
socjalism ; is not, in its substance, a gocialist program. It is capable
of httacking within the framework of eapitalism, with varying foree,
the consequences of capitalist exploitation but is not eapable t)?p:rusp-
ind its causes, of smashing capitalism and materializing a revolu-
tiofury transformation of society. :

Thesa deep-rooted dissimilarities of the two approaches correspomnd

to b similarly profound liﬂ’vrenm- in the tactic in making use of the

patliament. o

The substance of the taclic of rgvolutionary use of the parliament

is fully based upon the old principle of revolufionary activity of the

wobkers' clasy in a bourgeois parliament, worked out in detall by the
clugsics of Marxism-Teninism and further developed in the new con-
ditfons. It starts from the following principle: Parliament in bour-
qeeis rountriea ix a product of histovienl development and cannot he

cruped from. life. It is necessary, thevefove, fo work in it and fo use i

in the fight against bourgeois sociely.

The task of the representatives of the warkers’ class in the bour-

grecis purlinment. has always been to transform the parliament into a

mifror showing to the working masses the class interests and conflicts

of bourgeois society in their nakedness and to unveil, consistently and
unflinchingly, the bourgeoisie and its helpers (whether they are
nwara of their position or not). Their task has always been to use
bogrgeois ||mriiame.nt as a platform for revolutionary agitation, propa-
gartdn, and organization, as an effective form to unchain revolution-
ulr'y activity of the broad popular masses, side by side with the workers’

[HHECH

Hinking und systematie combination of parliwmentary and non-
prfiamentury rrrrfi%nn has always been the fundamental principle of
the penolutionary factic in making use of the parliament.

"Ithis tactic of linking and combining the parliament witherevolu-
tiollary actions by the proletariat and the working masses outside the
parfinment, still used by Marxist-Leninist parties, may be given a new
task in the new historical conditions and under the new circumstances:
nanjely, to transform the parliament from an organ of the bourgeoisie
intaap inslonment of power of the workers’ class, and parliamentary
denjocracy 'into an ivstrument for the establishment of a proletarian
democracy, of a dicthtorship of the proletariat.

T'he tuctic of using parliament as a potential new specific form of
frunwition to socialiam, i3 therefore only a further development. an-
aller step of the old Marxist-Leninist tactic combining the use of par-
Liwment with the use of the revolutionary masses, and is by its whole
aubstunce a_r:ampleferiamiﬂmsis to the :vp%rmist parliamentary way to
ociglivm. In the sume way as the vevolutionary tactic of making use
of the parlinment corresponds to the revolutionary aims of the Marx-

*ist-Tieninist. party, the tactic of reformist use.of parlinment corre-
¢ [sponds to the reformist aims of rejection of revolution.

i
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To the reformists, parliangent (an instrument of the bourgeoisie
for strengthening and maint@ining capitalist power) is an organ for
cooperntion between the workers’ class and the bourgeoisie. Partial
veforms achieved in the parliament (in agreement with the capitalists)
serve the reformists ns evidence that peaceful coexistence of bour-
wenisie and the workers' class is posaible, that class struggle is dying
down, that revolution is superfluons and political domination of the
workers' elnss unnecessary.  Instead of the necessity of a proletavian
demaoeracy, they sustuin the illusion of a parliamentary, pure de-
moeyracy,

Beenuse, in the reformist conception, parliament 15 an organ ol
vaoperation of the workers’ class with the bourgeoisie, the re ormisl
{actic tukes the weight of political work exclusively to the parliament
ti.e., organ of hourgeols power), rejects and refutes the use of the
pressure of broad  popular masses, isolates parliament. from the
revolntionary aetions of (he working people.  The reformists lave
already taken care, by (heir awn deeds, of offering not one but scores
of examples of the absolute unpossibility and absurdity of their
“parliamentary way io socialism.” .

In many countries the reformists wan the majority, often absolufe
najority, Their governments were inexistence, and have heen in ex-
itenee, Tor extemded periods of time. One of the ehief propagandists
of this way, the Briti<h Labour Party. already has three times had an
apportunity to tury its “theorie=" into practice. Tt Tield the govern-
ment in 1999, i the years 19209 throngh 19310 and i six yeavs in 1945
through 1951, The Swedishi Social Demoeratic Party Tas “for 24
vears already. 1 whole quarter of a_century, been the strongest and the
coverning party in the comniry tin this year's *elections to tlie Rike-
dag. 1he Jower chamber of the Swedish parfiunent, it won 108 man-
dates, while the second strongest party, the Agrarian Union, obtained
only 20 mandates). .\ similapgituation prevails in other Nordic states.
And still socialisin is not In& in these countries. To the contrary,
eapitalist domination grows ~tronger, the profits of the maonopolics
ire TISINg, .

There could be nn elewrer evidence of the absurdisn
cocinlism may be built in cooperation with capitalism, wit
ing down the political might of the bowrgeoisic, without ghe dictator-
ship of the proletariat. (Asamatter of fact, the bourgeo e in capital-
ist states has a justified confidence in the reformists«As the present
situation in France shows. While it Lreaks, in one place. a strike by
hloodshed and force of arms, it entrusts the “government” to the re-
formist socialists without liesitation if need be.  And it knows why.
A consistently conducted fight of the workers” class in one single fac-
tory is more dangerous to it than a formal “entrusting with the gov-
ernment” to their helpers.) In spite of its absolute hopelessness, the

theory of “a parliament:ury way to socialism” is still alive in the capi-
talist states and appeals to the backward part of the workers/, class
and especially to the petty bourgeoisie {in view of the ]nng};plmr-
tunistic influence exerted’ upon the mhsses which, again, is in/direct
connection with the idealization of parlis\1mentarinnisn1 cal'ri%d out
by every means by the bourgeoisie). VT)

ie idea that
wut bring-
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Opportunist idealogy and practice are, therefore, a serious ob-
.q-tucllc to thejereation of a broad and 1 volutionary movement of the
musses hghting consistently for demdcratic and socialist demands.
‘I'ffoy ke a serious obstacle to the’ efforts of the workers’ class to
transform the parliarhent into an instrument of power of the workers’
class and must, thergfore, be systematically and energetically fought.
The Comnumunists and the workers’ parties seeking to make a revolu-
tionary use of the p:iiiament in the fight for the transition (o socialism
wity follow our advice from the moment of the trausition of the demo-
cratie revolution into a socialist revolution, This advice clearly dem-
onsirules {he grave L}kuger of reforniism and some of its concrete signs,
whicl can be discovelred even in the nctivity of the Social Democrat i
Party in cenditions pf the people’s democratic system, a party which
used to have & comparatively strong left leadership and followed a
policy of cooperation with tLlL’ Conmunists.
fn the cm}lp]icni.ed; class conditions of the years 1845-1948, when the
westion of 'power in pedple’s demoeratic (zechoslovakia was not yet
ni-liuifnl_‘,- settled and|wlhen power wasstill shared by the workers' parly
and the bonrgeoisie, t wo basic political lines were opposing each other.
One was the revolutionary political line of the workers” class; which
had as its plepose angd aim the achievement of a gradual isolation of the
bourgeoisicland the cdlosing of the ranks of the nation around the work-
ers' cliss and its vanguard, the Communist Party. Tts aim was the
{rangition from the tasks of national and democratic revolution to the
tusks of 4 sacialist refpolution and the definite settlement of the question
of power by consolidating people’s democracy into a state of the dicta-
torship of the proletgrint. The second basic political line was the line
of the bourgeoisie, Whose aim pas tq isolate the workers™ elass and its
vanguard, the CPC$, to halt the n.'aimml and demoecratic revolution
and 1o attajn, with the help of Western imperialists, the restoration
of the (-apitafist dorpination under a dictatorship of the bourgeoisie.
In this tg-of-wai situation, when the class struggle was accelerat-
ing, 1he workers' cliss fighting for complete political power was at-
tacked from the rear by the reformist ideology and practice of the
“lemocratid way tolsocinlism™ as preached by the rith wing of the
Social Demloeratic arty.  While the workersiclass under the leader-
ship of the |(Communjists was locked in battle with the bourgeoisie for
u deeper and broader hegemony among all classes of working people.
a hattle for|the strengthening and consolidation of its leading role in
the nation, the refontmisis came forward with their theories denying
the lending|role of.the proletariat and proclaiming its merging with
{sand (hus absorption by) the other classes, for instance, with the
pensuntry.
The progress in ﬂgricn]hl-ral production and the technical revolution
in ngricultyire signify “that the peasantry moves with increasing
momentum |to the level of the workers, that the two massive sections
of the working people become economically balanced and that thus
the centurigs-old . wa]l between thp worker and the peasant, between
town and country, ig inevitably [disappearing. No doubt, this results
in all the political 'nsequenr-es{ for now the peasants as well become
the bearers |of tebhﬁ}cal and sotial, aird thus also political (!) and
enltural, Frﬁresé; like the workers, they uphold the struggle for a
new soclal drder (1) and take their place by the side of the workers in
the socinligh movement . . .7 (“Minutes of the 20th Congress of the
5 Social Democratic Movement,” page 80.)
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This is a clear m{lnmph' of revision of the Marxist theory of classes.
The peasantry (ideluding the rich peasants who were the chief bearers

of technical progress in our villages), the private owners of land,

become, throngh?he progress made in agricultural production (capi-
talist production} and throngh the introduction of technical means
(ns well as capitalist). just like (he workers’ elass, the bearers of the
strnggle for the socialist social order. What else could the bourgeoisie
wixh, concentrating ils efforts at breaking the hegemony of the work-
ers' class in the nation? Tlow far was this theory suppressing the
differenee in purpose of the individual classes :m({ social grnups in
the socialist revolution from the voices of the bourgeaoisie itself : “The
nation is not composed of one oceupation or class and it is to its benefit
that all occupational and class interests be harmonized, for an exces-
sive elevation or attenuation of one class must necessarily mark a
detriment for the other elasses and thas for the whole whose gain must.
be our only aine.™  (*Lidova Demokracie™, 10.6.45.)

NO “PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE” WITH NON-COMMUNISTS

It i us i this transparett wizhful thinking were the father of the
theary of a permunent peaceful coexistence of capitalism and socialism
inone state, of the merging of anlagonistic classes, =14 us, national-
ation or socinlization of key positions in production and distribution
and protection of priavate n%‘nm'ship of small and medinm production
wnits, and espeeially of private ownership of small and medium agri-
enliral property, are an expression of a wise and econamical organiza-
tion. ... The waterialization of this plan will lead to gradual
elimination of class conflict in human society.”  (*Draft I’I‘tl('lillT{tl“ﬂll
oo page H66.) i

Within the framewaork of this “democeratic way to socialism? ob-
stinately supported hy the right yring of the Social Democratic Barty,
the private capitalist production seclor was to be preserved pgrma-
nently and so was the bourgeoisie with its still powerful eConomic
foundation. Aleo permunently fo be preserved was its position of
<rength, used for the dissipation of the country’s economy and for
political diserimination aganst the workers’ class heading the state.

Also, the old reformist understanding of the role of parliament
manifested itself under the influence of the right,wing of social democ-
racy, both in theory and practice, in the years 1945-1938 and was in
erass conflict with the revolutionary line of using the pgrliament fol-
lowed by the Communists. In complete accord with/that line, the
20th Congress of the Social Democratic Party proclyimed that “the
center of all political Jife will be the National Assembly” (p. 66).
The proclamation of this principle was not made hy chance. “In
every (') democeracy parliament support for the will of the people is
the most important.” (“Social Democracy and the Rights of the
National Assembly,” “Cil,” 1946, page 5). “In the parliamentar
systemn (bourgeois as well?). decisions are made before the eyes an
under the direct control of the people.” (V. Erban, “Svet Prace,”
14.9.46.) - o

What this meant in practice was tell defined in A. Samel’sarticle
entitled “On the Reactionary Role of the Social Democratic Igeology
of Transition of National and Demoeratic Revolution into a ocialist

Revolution” (“Filosoficky Casopis,” vol. 1955, No. 1) : £
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“In pructige this meant that whenever the people manifested ils
will otherwige than through its representatives in the National Assem-
bly, the right wing of Social Democracy raised its voice in opposition
to ik. Whenl in the course of the fight for the ‘Ilradec I’'rogram’ the
Communists|appepled straight to the people and when the peasants
approved this program at their meetings and sent their representa-
tives to the Natiorjal Assemably to voice their demands, the vight wing
of the Sociall Democratic Party reacted as follows: “The Communists
-nge public meetings of the peasants. This grew inte the
whole campgign organized with a vlew to compelling the National
Asgembly, al$o with the help of depufations dispatcheg to the Parlia-
ment, to pass the draft SIR'nmitbed by the Ministry of Agriculture
without chan) With such influencing of the Parlinment and with
theso methods employed by the Minister, we could naturally not agree.’
(Report on getivity, p. 13.)  he people must not take a resolute
wosition against the bourgeoisie; it is only allowed to discuss throngh
its representafives in the Parliament! When the bourgeoisie kept
pronouncing, [due {o its position in the Ministry of Justice and in the
Courty, disgrhcefully mild sentences against traitors and when the
peaple raised |[their voices resolutely against this stafe of affairs, the
('S Social Democeratic press wrote that the Courts (in the given case,
the bourgeoisie), and not the street (i.e., the working people), should
judee. Wher| the SNB tukes steps against the enemies of people’s
demeerncy, when it openly defends the inferest of the people and not
thase of the pourgeoisie, the Report complains as o the ‘political
influencing and misusing of the security apparatus’ (p. 48). When
the National |Assembly discusses the bill on the enhightenment of
officers of the security foree, (S Social Democratic deputies submit a
resalution stating that political eduneation of the SNB 1s unnecessary !
Thus, the workers’ clasg was to be depirived of its important weapon,
On 2 July 1946, ‘Pravﬂ Lidu’ writes that CS Social Democracy will
not lel. iiself |be influspced by public proclamations, stoppages of
work, demonsirations, Ftc. These facts prove clearly that Social

Denioeracy opposes the true rule of the people and tries to undermine
the political adtivity ofthe working people, limit their politieal hori-
zon, and make them a helpless tool in the hinds of bonrgeois
polificians.” A
_ Thig eharacigristic may be supplemehted by an example demonstrat -
ing how the theory and practice of Social Democratic isolation of
purliament froin the revolutionary struggle of the masses of working
people suited the bourgeoisie, When, in the fall of 1945, the bour;
greoise U{hp?.‘iﬁd he decree nationalizing key and heavy industries, the
CPCS decided |to appeal to the people. A gigantic mass movement
for, nulionalizafion ensued, pressing ‘the bourgeoisie with its back
agafingt the wall.  The bourgeoisie, afraid of the pressure of the popu-
Inr. r:ln&cu-.s, praclaimed : “We consider any pressure demanding an
aceeldruted approval of the deeree to be harmful. The government
needs: nothing more than peace and :time. . . .” (“Lidova Demok-
rucie, 26.0.45). '

.’[‘hc;pmﬁmlre of the people’s masses holding the hourgeoisie in its
[mw(l s+ wus to be relaxed.  The Secial Democratic Minister of Indus-
ry, Latnsman, altempted at thé decisive moment to fristrate the politi-
anl nctivity of the working people: "‘5‘ olks, have patience, the draft
decred on natiogalization of bip‘% industry has 46 paragraphs and we
arearguing the fiest.”  (“PraveLidu,” 24.9.45.) I
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In arder that the reformist “demwoeratic way™ (o socialism be com-
plete, thers had to be, of course, a denial of the basic condition of the
possibility of victory for socialism—of the dictatorship of the proleta-
vint. “Our state bas decided for socialization in the democralic
manner, that s to sy, through the ballot and not throngh revolution
and dictatorship.™ (“Minutes of the 20th Congress of the Social
Demovratic Party,” page 161} Thus, solving the problems of transi-
tion from capifalism fo socialism, of breaking the desperate resistancd
of the bourgeoisie, of exproprinting the exploiters and { ransforming
small private capitalist produetion info socialis produetion on a largre
senle, should be possible withaut the divection of policy by the workers'
elass, without the diclatorship of the proletarint —just by phrases
abonl seme kind of pure demoersey s i other words, revision and
denial of the hasie maxim of Marxizt Leninist theory of elasses and
elass struggle.

The reformist theary and practice of the “parliamentary way,”
althoneh Bivored by vew canditions, venstinedd what it hag always
beenr. even on the =01l of praple’s demoeraey, a theary and practice of
the defense of the bourgeoicte.  Its aim was the undermining of the
lencling role of the workers ¢lass in the revolution, for it denied the
necessity of a revolution, proclaimed the possibilily of a permanent
coaperation with the hourgeoisic, attempted 1o isolate the parliament
from the revolntionary pressure of the working people and preserve
it as an organ for cooperation with the bourgeoisie, negated the
neeessity of adietatorship of the proletariat and, instead of a necessity
of a proletariin demeeraey, nwrtured illngions of “pure demoeracy.”
‘Therefore, even in the people’s demoeratic system in which the working
peaple under the leadership of the Communist Party ave able to see
dailv, in the cowr-e of attaining political, econamic and social demands,
the resnlt of their revolutionary unity and of the perfidy of, the reac-
tionary hourgeaisie, it was necessary lo fight svslematically aguinst the
destrieliveness af reformi=m subsorvient to the hourgeoisie. (The
Soeinl Democratic Party whicl, as a whole, was alfeady following
the poliey of coaperation with the Communists. was {Jurp sely cited
as an example of the srong influence of reformism anc of its/dangers.
Mueh more open and also mneh more transparent was the formi=in
of the Natiomal Sorialist Party proclaiming “nationgdsocialisn.”
definitelv vejecting Marx' theory and attempting. without shame, 10
strengthen capitalisin.  This warning experience convineingly points
Lo ane of the hasie conditions of 1 revolutionary nse of the parfiainent
for the purpose of transition to socialism; namely, to-the necessity
of “decisive rejection of opportunist elements unable to drop the
poliey of eompromise with the capitalists and landowner<.” —(20th
Congress of the Soviet CP, “Nova Mysl,” February 1956, p. 23.)

Therefore. if the workers' class is to create under its leadership a
united revolutionary popular movement able to break the resistance
of the reactionary hourgenis forces. if it is to transform a bourgeois
parliament into an organ of the will of the working people and to use
it as an instrument for a peaceful trarisition to socialism, it must, fight
systematically and energetically against reformism with iis“tétnrh-

erous ideology and practice. Therefore, it js the duty of the rkers’
class to continue and step up its criticism of the reformists whh, fol-
lowing their theory of the ‘pa.rliament:i‘g?way to socialism,” cannot
and do not want to use the parliament irffhe fight against the capital-
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ists and reffud ilize, organize and ulilize the people’s wasses <
agzaingg the coymter-revojutionary hourgeoisie. ]

The fight against the/ opportunigts who are uyjable to drop their
policy of cooperation apd compromise with the egpitalists and land-
owners, whethpr they ate aware of it or nof, cannot be separated from
a systematic apd purposg ful effort to establish cooperation and {o ere-
“ate n unily of detioh with'\Social Denjocratic and other socialist parties,
"This has heen nadp possille by the change of objective and subjectiv
processes in the world during this present histbrical epoch.  The
stragele for the preserfation of nytional independence, democracy.
peace and the batlermendt of the socinl position of the working people
presents itself} under Alie present conditions, incrpasingly as a com-
mon lask of Chmmugist and all other politieal papties and organiza-
tions which n.kLo edge the principles of socialism and democracy.
In the.present/sitfiation, not the questions of fundpmental differences
should be emphasized but those questions which arepommon and which
reflect immedigte interests.

Fvidence ofl the possibility and success of such a struggle is again
to bo found injour own experience. In the course of the fight against
the oceupiers land their helpers among the big bourgeoisie in. this
country, in thy course of the fight for the recovery of national and
stalo independence and of the anti-fascist fight for demoeratic right
of the people,|a broad Nalional Front of workers, peasants, trac es-
men, intelligentsia and part of the bourgeoisie was/created. This Na-
tionul ¥ront, headed by the workers’ class, represented a decisive
internnl forve [ensuring the vietory of the natiofal and democratic
revolutjon. i

The unity of action of the workers’ class and the strong influence
of the ideas of socialism, manifesting itself in the course of the na-
tional and defnocratic revolutign, made it possil‘ple to conclude, in
June 1945, within the framework of the National Front, a “socialist
bloe.” The crpation of the sociglist bloc within the National Front
signified an npreement between the CPCS, the CS!Social Demaeratic
I'TN y and the|CS National Socialist Party on a common advance in
all questions r¢sulting from the execution of the Kosice government
progeant.  The existence of the “socialist bloc,” whose representatives
were inthe mdjority in government, could signify the possibility of
a relulively fusg iransition to socialism while a continuous atrengthen-
ing of left and| truly socialist elements in the non-Uommunist parties
arax proceeding.  The practice and development of the forces in the
eounlry has shbwn, however, that the main significance of the agree-
ment was .tjzc flact that this agreement, concluded before the eyes of
vanfe-and-file members of the parties concerned, strengthened the umity
of the w'ar_];lc-ru' elass and made it move difficult for the bourgeoisie and
ifx agents in the leadership of the Nationgl Socialist and Social Demo-
erefio purtiea p find a way out of the dbligation 4o execute the gov-
ernnient program which has become the politicali foundation of the
bloe. (11 fulfilléd the tactical principld of ohtaining from all unre-
linhlp nllies comcessions, obligations and promises.ss far-reaching as
possible, this being the surest way to compromise| them and to help
the [withful eljies within these parties. This detice and this form
of eooperation fmay lead in anotﬁer situation in oi,her countries to a
gradual rapprachement between the socialist parties and thus to far
greater and depper consequences.) I15’0151’; these agreements and this
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cooperation—the ereation of the Nalivnal Front writh the represent-
atives of other politieul parties and ihe creation of the “socialist
bloc'—arere and copdd be effected only because they came tido being
wnder the pressure of the unity of popular nuvses, their actual co-
operation from “helow.”

The who'e course of the struggles in the years 1045-1948 demon-
strated (hat the decisive and busic factor in crenting and strengthene
ing the action unity of the workers® class is its crent ion from “below”
in the course of the fight for immediate political, economic and social
demands of the working people. Thus, for instance, when in 1947
the Communists put forward in the government the demand of a
“Millionaires” Levy” for the benelit of the prasants sufferibg through
the consequences of n catastrophic drought, even the representatives
of the Social Democratic Party raised their voice against this demand.
The Comnnunists inmmediately organized 2 commaon stand and pressure
by the popnlar mnasses, c-sp(-tr‘];lHy a cotmmon andd resolute stand of the
workers class for the :qlln'm'ni of this demand. = Rude Prave,” the
central organ of the CPCOS humediately after the refusal to approve
the “Millienaires’ Levy,” published the names of all the ministers who
voted against the mensure and added the following disclosure: “Al
these gentlemen were elected by our prople in the honest belief 1hat
they huve subscribed to the program of the National Front.  Iow-
ever. by their attitude, they demonstrated (o the broad masses of
workere, peasants, office workers tradesen who elected them that
they protect millionaires, speculators, industrinlists, land owners and
mo'l':-%mnh. There are only 35,000 such people in onr country. Their
votes would hardly suffice for {wo mandates. In fact, they found
supporters in the four parties of the National Front in the govern-
ment.”  (“Rude Pravo,” 4.10.57.)7 )

This comprehensive and clear demand of the Communists brovght
e rnl and tile members of the Social Democeratic Parly into the
common fight against the right wing forces in their own pagfy. Or-
ganizations as a_whole stood resolutely behind the common “actions.
This represented a very strong pressure on_the leadership f the
Social Democratic Party, a weakening of the right wingandstrengt h-
ening of the left, with t“he result that after a week’s struggle, on Sep-
tember 11, an agreement was concluded between the leadership of the
CPCS and the leadership of the Social Demoeratic Party on conunon
action, This agreement contained very important obligations on
both sides: . .

1. to submit & common draft proposal for the “Millionaires Taevy™:

2. to procepd jointly on’ the question of remuneration of state

employees: o
3. to fight for the unity of the National Frout and to ili_:]‘i(":ll to the
membership of both parties to act in unity from “below.” .

This whole tactic offers a clear example of the decisive influeuce
of unity at the bottom upon the possibility of effective cooperation
with the leadership of other sociahst/)i)artles_;. This tadtic, which the
Communists employed during the whole period 1945-1948, Le., Gurmg
the period of transition from national and democratic revolpfion to
socialist revolution, led to & strengthening and greater decigjveness
on the left wing of the Socinl Democrati Party and to its subcessive
shift to the positions of a true rex'plu(@'x?ary Marxism and, thus, to
its gradual ideclogical harmor with the Communists, It prepared
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conditions for the|left wing of the Social Democratid Party to expel
right-wing representatives from the party at the mgment when the
vight, reformist wing prepared for an'open crossing to the side of
the hourgeoisie (i the February crisis [in 1948), to cleanse the party
and Lo inerense substantinlly the partyls cooperationjwith the Com-
munists. ! s

Our experience [with the creation of an action unityjof the workers’
class, one of the fundamental conditions of a peaceful transition to
«weialism, shows that the center of its true beginning ntmst be pressure
from below, systematic uncovering of the reformist] theory and of
copperation with the bourgeoisie, a comuon fight of the broad masses
of all socialist parties or parties and 'organizations| approving the
revolutionary denjinds of the working people; in othpr words, direct
actiony from belgy based on our 0“‘1} experience of lighting and
winning,

RUSA{[ N REVOLUTION A MODEL FOR ALL

Apart from this, the practical esperience of the CAechoslovak way
tu socinlism confirmed the validity of many basic experiences of the
(irent October Revolution. In these basic, generally vplid experiences
of sacinlist revolution, the Soviet Union stands as an example forall;
thus, in spite of its specific aspects, our revolution haskaken its conrse
and follows basically! the way taken by the Soviet I'nion. It is a
very nnportant task, ehso, from the point df view of the international
workers' movement apd its needs, to dhalyze how fagr the generally
valid principles of socialist building are applied under the conerete
Listoricn] conditions prevailing in our country. AlL our experiences
must be scientifically |classified; it must be showy unfler what situa-
tions nnd conditions they originaled andijthe process of|their materiali-
zntion must be demonstrated. L

Our exnmple has shown that Czechoslovakin's trzmsitgou to the build-
ing of aninl]ism was shiccessful only becguse it was under the political
direction of the workefs’ class, hearﬂ:d by the Marxist-Tieninist Czecho-
slovik Communist Party. Ithasshown that the specitic form of transi-
tion did not afféct in npy way the substarice of the new force created by
the sovialist revolytion, the dictatorship of the proletariat. It con-
fivmes] the validity of Lenin’s maxim saying that every nation advanc-
ing townrd socialism “will add something specific to any existing form
of democracy, to any existing formof o $ictatorship of the proletariat,
to any concrete pace of socialist transformation of the various aspects
afsocial life.” uJenin’s Works, ('S edition 1957, page 71.)

While the taslis and the form of the dictatorship of the proletariat.
established by the proletariat in the October Socialist Revolution
corresponded {o the actual historieal situation in Russia and to the
confemporary velationship of internal and international class forces,
the tasley and the form of the dictatorship of the proletariat in people’s
democralic (zechoslovakia correspond to the actual historical situa-
tion dn (zechoslovakia. This form of the dictatorship of the prole-
turiat digem by a number of points from the form adopted b?; the
October Socialist Revolytion: :

Ny the ewistence the National Front as a political expression
af unity between the workers' class and the wm‘;ciﬂg peasaniry and
the other-working people; I
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By the r'.:‘istr'm-L n'} mord political parties awithin the framework
of the National Fyont. Thixe non-Communist political partics are,
in their substance, petty-banrgeois partics, fully recognizing, how-
erer, and subordingling themselves to, the leadership o the (!PUS and
serving the building of xociatism and the common fight of the people
for peace; i

By the recognition of former bourgeois parliamentary institutions,
sueh as the parlinment, president, ete, which have, however, adopted
A new. socinlist purpose ; :

By nat depriving the bourgeoisie of the right to vote, having adopted
the principle of dniversal, secret and divect ballol. Onr way s
sipplied a definite proof that Marxism-Leninism has nothing in com-
mon with a =cult of violenee™ and has shaken very serionsly the lying
propaganda of reformism, attempting to persuade thy working masses
that the basic ditferepee between the rv\'ulminn:n'f workers’ move-
ment ancd vefornism #ivs in the question of a “nog-boody™ way to
socinlism. The violenee emploved hy the Great Socialist October
Revolution was foreed upon the proleluviat of Russia by Russian and
international bourgeoisie. Thix violence of the Greal Socialist Octo-
ber Revolution was, therefore, ondy a necessavy. speeifie aspeet cor-
esponding to the historieal suwuatjon, and not o gencrally valid rgle
of asoeialist revolution. ) =

In 1919, in the midst of @ grave vivih wae in Russin and in the days
of the foundation of the Hungucian Sovier Republiey Vo Lo Lenin
proelained :

“In g state in which the bourgeaisie do not offer suel furious resist-
anee, the situation Tor Soviel power will he easier: 1t will be able to
wark there without this violence, withaut the blowly way foreed upon
us by Messts, Kerensky and the imperiafist= ... Other eountries ar-
rive ul the sume goul, Suviet power, by another, more hunan
wav, . . . The example given Ly Russia_alone was not fully under-
ctandalie to the workers evervwhere in the world, They knew thal
(here were Soviels in Russin: they all were for the Soviety, but they
were frightened -ty the horrors of the bloody fight. The xanple of
Hungary will b decisive for the proletavian maeses, for the Kuropean
proletaviat and for the working pensant=”™ (VO L Tenin: ® “orks.
val, 29, CSoedition, 1955, Page 261 265, i

Also 1 enlt of wiolence” cannot be followed by the workes' class, e
cause a violent armed fight is not at all advantageons to it from the
point of view of its aim—the achievement of a complefe socialiet vevo-
ntion,  This aim eonbines two ingeparable tasks: to onst the power ol
the bowrgeoisic and to organize 1 new, higher methaod of zocial produe-
tion. to organize and build socialism, The latter task s moregerions
and more dificult. for it is the greatest sowree of strength {for the
definite victory over the honrgeaisie, a source of firmuess an steqd-
fastness of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

It is just this nlore difficudt and serious, more decigive tusk fhat the
workers" class can fulfill mueh faster with the help of peace produe-
tion forees. without a.civil war-—which is unthinkable—withbut dis-
organization of the country, destruction of production forces, without
the saerifice of thie best cadres of the workers’ class * ’hich;xinsrqzul
of following the slogan, “ATl for the fastest soclalist transformaion
of the country,” must execute the slogan, “All for the thm{on the
civil war front.* ‘ 4
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When V. !I Lenin evaluated the réasons for the imperialist inter-
ventios in the Great Socialist October Revolution and its conse-
quences, he pointed to the following fact: ) . '

b ?1{3 West European tapitalist powers did everything possible,
parfly on purpose, partly spontaneously, to throw us back and to
s Eo ¢ivil war in Russia for the graatest possible devastation of the
country. It was just this outcome of the imlperialist. war which had
considerable ndvantages for them : if the revolutionary order in Russia
could not be extirpated, then, at least, the progress toward sacialism
comll be retarded. This was the way in which these powers were
thinking, and from their point of view they could have hardly thought
differently. In actual fact, they reached the aim Inif way. They
did not destroy the new order brought about by the revolution, but
they did prevefit it. froth making such progress that would confirm
1he correctness of socialist predictions, enubling the socialists ta f‘xﬁ).m.ul
rapidly the preduction forces and to develop all those possibilities
which form the basis of socialism, to prove to the whole warld clearly
what enormous forces are hidden in socialism and that humanity was
now entering a new stage of development with extraordinary and
splendid opportunities.” (V. I. Lenin: “Works,” vol. 23, C'S edition,
1945, p. 498.)

The Czechoslovak example is evidence that an apparently slower
progress of socialist revolution (by gradual transition of national and
demperatic revolution info a socialist revolution) was actually the
faster way, because the two-in-one task of the socialist revolution be-
glin to be fulfilled simultaneously. While fast remaval of the con-
stquences of war, efforts to renew quickly production forces, econonic
progress of the couniry, a new working discipline, advance of educa-
tion and culture, were at first aimed at the total political defeat of the
himrgeoisie, all these efforts, in their consequences, created simulta-
neously the main conditigns of a faster and more definite securing of
power in the hands of the workers’ class. In February 1948, ie., at
tho time when the workers' class had already achieved all political
power and when the pebple’s democragy was realized as a state of the
dictutorship of the proletariat, - :

1) the state apparatus was alveady in existence in principle and the
working class could use it in its fight for socialism:

h) the first important successes had already been achieved in cre-
aling a new working discipline and a new relationship fo work

¢) the working masses had already gained experience in state, or-
ganizational and educational work;

d) new forms of organization of working people were in existence,
as ws required for leading the broad popular masses in socialist build-
ing; these new forms represented an jmportant part of the system of
the dictatorship of the proletariat, following a complete assumption
of power by thd workers’ class; i

(-S the economy of; the rountry, disrupted by the war, was already
vehabilitated in priajtcz'p?e. : J

All this is created] and achiewed by the Ezo]etariat only after its

chosen. This is truly convincing |evidence{that a “cult of violence”
is absolutely unacceptable for Marxist-Lenif@st parties because it isin
canfliet, with their fundamental needs;and aims. The confirmation of

viclory, if violent attainment of sIcialism through civil war must be
e
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this prineiple by the aetual course of o revolution has greatly en-
haneed the attraetion of soctalisin, )

In appraizing aur expericnees and our contribution to the interna-
tional workers" wovement, this must nol be forgotien,  7he possibil-
ity of w peaceful progioss af sovialist cecaliuiion waliing recolutionary
wse of the parlivarnt as peinted vl by the 2005 Congress of the Soviet
1 is g product of wow class conditions ereated by fur-veaehing olyjec-
tive and subijoctive changes Jn the world . 1 isa produet of elass con-
se(uenees resulting From the existence of the world sociafist system
and its palitienl, economic ad ideological strength. - People’s demo-
cratie Crechoslovaking as one of the most highly indnstrialized states
in the world, is 0 very dmportant part of this systen. The fast in-
dustriad expansion and the growing stndared ol Tiving in people’s
detnoeratie Crzechoslovakia take o dineet part, through ther eonse-
ences, i the changes inabjective and subjective processes i the
world, provesses wenkerineg capitali-m aned strengthening socialism,
They take an active paet i the erestion of conditions in which the
possibility of praceful adviscement of socialist revolution exists and
in owhich it ean be naterialized. The working people of Czechoslo-
vkt like the working mie-e~ inall canntries of the world socialit
syt bave the goad Toetnne that theie boilding and thelr systemalic
vitming of the Tiving sndad also promote the conerele purpose al
their proletarcan interationati-ne - Thranghtheie snevesses, they pre-
paore the graunad for the Commmuni-e paities for the workers” elisees
amed for the hrend nmses i the eapitalisg conntries and countries
dependent wapon thenn for s peacelul fransition (o socialism with the
Lielp of the parlinment. (The example of Phingary demonstyates how
every sieeess, and every Tailure, exerts a direct and deep influence
on the Tormation of te TundaMental Toree for this transition - on the
fortion of  broad nnited populare front for the winning over of
new allies for the workers' eluss.) :

Suel s and st be our contribntion, an unosally vadoadhle and -
ctruetive contribution, 1o the international workers” movemekt, a con-
tribution to the ereation of eonditions Tavorable to an_aetelerated
march of the world proletarian revolution. —
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